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Germany 
NAME MECCANO transition to MÄRKLIN 
 
TYPE Mechanical Engineering 
 
HOLE DIAMETER 4.2mm HOLE SPACING 12.7mm  ( ½” ) 
 
SETS IN SYSTEM Main sets – 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Accessory sets – 0A, 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, 5A. (Same as the UK) 
 
DIFFERENT PARTS As Meccano UK of that period 
 
COLOUR Steel parts had a chemical, metallic, black finish 
 
FIXING METHOD 5/32” Nut and Bolt 
 
MOTORS 2 clockwork (see page 5) 
 
PERIOD 1913 to 1919 
 
MANUFACTURER Meccano G.m.b.H.  ? 
 
COMMENTS The German Meccano Company was registered in Berlin in 1913. the West Berlin Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry has no record of this registration, but many of the archives and records were destroyed in World War II, and it 
is almost certain that this 1913 registration was one of those destroyed. 

 At the outbreak of World War I in 1914, the German Government confiscated the company and they continued to sell 
‘Meccano’ under mainly local manufacture (Märklin). Later the German Government sold the company to Märklin in 
around 1917/19. They initially sold the system under MECCANO-MÄRKLIN name. However from 1919 the Meccano 
connection was discontinued and it was then just known as MÄRKLIN. The parts were similar to and interchangeable 
with Meccano. 

 In 1929 Meccano G.m.b.H. was again registered in Germany, registered office was at :- 
 20/22 Alte Jakobstausse, Berlin. S.W.68. In 1952 the entry for Meccano G.m.b.H was deleted from the Commercial 

Register and the site of the office at Jacobstausse is now a public park. 
 
OTHER SYSTEMS 47.1447, 52/1608 
NEWSLETTER 
 
MATERIAL SUPPLIED BY  F.A. Beadle. 
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