
MECCANO (AMERICA) GILBERT ERA (b)  1a 
 

U.S.A. 
NAME MECCANO 
 
TYPE Mechanical Engineering 
 
HOLE DIAMETER 4.2mm HOLE SPACING 12.7mm  ( ½” ) 
 
SETS IN SYSTEM Total of 2 : 1025, 1026, 1050, 1, 3, 5, 10 15,  
 Other Meccano items – Microscopes, Meccano Brik, Mysticks, Greenhouses, Ripley’s Believe it or Not. 
 
DIFFERENT PARTS  
 
COLOUR Red, green, black and tinplate with some nickel plate 
 
FIXING METHOD 8-32 Nut and Bolt. 6-32 on bosses (Same as Erector) 
 
MOTORS 3 Electric. E2A, E2B, E3 
 
PERIOD 1933 to circa 1936 
 
MANUFACTURER The Meccano Company of America Inc., New Haven, Connecticut, USA. 
 
COMMENTS In 1933 the ‘Wide Beam’ sets were introduced. These parts were the same as MECCANO (ENGLAND) ‘X’ 

Series except for the addition of a flanged Plate (4 ¼” x 1 ¾”). 
 Sets 1025, 1026, 1050, 1 & 3 were ‘Wide Beam’ sets.  
 Sets 5, 10 & 15 also contained Meccano Brik. 
 Sets 10 & 15 contained a mixture of ‘Wide Beam’ and conventional Meccano/Erector parts of 1930-2 period. 
 In 1934 the Wide Beam sets dispensed with bolts, apart from were swivel connections were required and 

substituted ‘Snap Rivets’ instead. Sets 10 & 15 used ‘Snap Rivets‘ to hold the Wide Beam parts together 
and normal nuts and bolts for the other parts. 

 The sets were also sold in J.C Penney stores under their ‘LITTLE JIM [2] brand name. 
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COMMENTS (cont) There are actually two variants of the broad beam parts. It is suspected that they correspond to the "bolted" 

and "snap rivet" versions. The differences are in the Angle Brackets and the Base Plates. The earlier A/B 
were about 1/2" on each leg, and were two holes from the bend to the end. The later ones were 3/4" or so, 
with three holes from the bend to the end (there are other holes on either side in both cases). The early 
base plates had only a few holes in the 'top', and two rows of holes in the flanges; the later ones were more 
fully perforated in the top, and had three rows in the flanges. The later ones were larger, too. 

 It is not known whether Meccano sets were sold after 1934 as they do not appear in 1935/6 catalogues - 
only Meccano Morecraft is shown. 

 
 NOTE : Another other ‘LITTLE JIM [1]’ system was also sold by P.J. Penney, but had ERECTOR type parts 

and nut and bolt fixing and was also known as DUPLEX STANDARD CONSTRUCTION TOY 
 
OTHER SYSTEMS 12/316, 13/364, 14/386, 15/426, 19/546, 27/788, 29/846, 30/876A, 35/1036 
NEWSLETTER 
   
MATERIAL SUPPLIED BY  Clyde, T. Suttle, Kendrick Bisset and articles in OSN. 



MECCANO (AMERICA) GILBERT ERA (b)  5a 
1933 range using bolts 

 



MECCANO (AMERICA) GILBERT ERA (b)  5b 
1933 range using bolts 
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The sets were sold in Penney’s Stores under the name ‘Little Jim’ 
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1934 Snap Rivet Outfit 

 



MECCANO (AMERICA) GILBERT ERA (b)  1936  5d 
1934 Snap Rivet Outfit 
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A 1934 No.10 set 

 
 


