





























& the benefit of this in allowing use anywhere, without fear of
damage, was pointed out in both the FOR & NGN instructions.

On the end dates, nothing is known of NGN after WW2 but
David found FOR listed in a 1954 & 1955 dealer’s catalogue,
but not in the 1959 edition. He also mentioned that catalogue
pages showing FOR, from 1931 to 1951, are in a book called
Le Jouet de Paris JEP 1902-1968.

FORGEACIER: $1; N-G-NEERO: $1 [31/908-9]

5. Don Redmond commented that the number of
KONSTRUKTOR systems, 18 at present, makes it difficult to
identify any particular one, and that wherever possible the
‘official’ name should include any qualifying name on the box,
transliterated of course. I'd rather given up doing this because
sometimes the name on the set isn’t the same as the one on
the manual, sometimes the names on sets in the same range
differ, and sometimes the names have stylised or cursive
letters which makes transliteration difficult or even impossible.
However | can see that for anyone prepared to do the
necessary transliteration, the extra name would help in the
critical case of having a set or manual and wanting to identify
which KONSTRUKTOR it is in the OSN Index or Database.
The transliteration table that | use for normal characters was
given in 4/75, and below (thanks to Michael Denny) one for
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their cursive form. In the end though | suspect that the real
answer would be an illustrated index with small photos of the
logo, lid(s), manual cover(s), etc for each system. Comments
on all this would be welcome.

Cyrillic Names [31/909]
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6. Don also sent some details of John Wapshott’s LIL'N-
GINEER set (see 27/782), or rather a set of parts in a choco-
late box, with the name from the original lid pasted on to its lid.
| L ® The form of this name, left,
‘LN'glnee" differs from the one in OSN
compLETE consTrucTion 2/ (even though there may
originally been another

word after CONSTRUCTION). There was no model sheet with the

set but 6 cards, 5*5cm,
with a model on each.
The model on the one left
isn’t included in the OSN
27 model sheet; the
others are but the
drawings differ a little in
each case. Some of the
parts are not quite the
same either, notably the
dimensions of the wheels:
Don gave the o.d. of their
Tires as 27, 30, & 33mm,
but it isn’t sure which of
them are original.

LIL’'N-GINEER: S$1 [31/909]

7. News from Paul Goodman that deliveries of the MARKLIN
METALL Excavator Set were stopped until a mistake in the
instructions was corrected — they were due to resume around
August/September. Paul also sent a better photo and some
notes on the model. All the movements are hand operated by
Cranks on one side of the cab but there is probably enough
room inside to house Motors, etc. The tracks are based on the
MetallusTrack Set with nearly 1600 parts. Looking at the photo
there are probably special Plates used in the cab & bucket.

MARKLIN: S2 [31/909]

8. Paul also recently visited the AUTOMAT factory and kindly
sent me a current catalogue. It is identical to the 1993 one
described in OSN 21 but there may have been some small
changes in the contents of the current sets. With it a leaflet
showing 5 Junior Gear Kits not known before. They are #1-5,
called Gear Drives; Traction Drives - synchronous; Traction
Drives - asynchronous; Gear Drives with crossed Shafts; &
Friction Wheel Drives. Each is packed in a plastic box & has a
selection of Gears & parts to make frameworks for them,
including a clear Plastic Plate unique to the Junior sets. The
ready-built COMPACT Gear Models are also mentioned, 50 of
them though the firm’s web site, www.compact-technik.de,
lists 76. This site also has some details of the sets, &
illustrations of the parts. A price list for the parts can be
downloaded & it shows a few changes from the Catalogue,
with some additions and some deletions.

AUTOMAT:S1 [31/909]

SMALL AD [31/909]
Wanted STOKYS sets, parts, manuals. Please list & price

in first letter. Richard Symonds, Suite 101, 1675 Martin Dr.,
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THIS NEWSLETTER IS SUPPLIED ON THE UNDER-
STANDING THAT IT IS FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF
THE RECIPIENT FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY
EDITORIAL I'm pleased that OSN has survived 25 years to
reach No.50 and that it is still in good heart. Much ground has
been covered and much remains to be explored, but for me at
least it has been a fascinating journey, and I look forward to
producing more Issues. None of this would have been possible
without the support of both contributors & subscribers, and 1§

is probably an aid to bending.

These sets are sold (at €9 each) only by the shop attached
to the TRONICO website, but sets to make identical models
called METAL DINO, as below, have been seen on American
Ebay. As can be seen the lids have OWIKIT in small letters in
the bottom left corner. A Parts List sheet with one set is
headed ROBOTIKITS & below it is 'This aluminum kit includes
soft and hard aluminum plates. To give this kit your own
! 77 shape, bend the

gnﬁlﬁg soft plates to a
wupne  different  posit-

ion and/or angle
according to
your own ideas.'
And the under-
sides of all the
boxes, OWIKIT
and TRONICO
show the animal
in several differ-

would like to thank them all, not least for their patience now f j@f*JET ALa ng}iN

that it takes so much longer to produce each Issue.
Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors. )0 :

1. Snippet. TRONICO Dinosaurier Sets. There are 3 of
these outfits, all in the same vein. They are Tyrannosaurus

x

\

DIY Metal Kit

h\Metallbaukasten
I 72 parts

N\ 72 Teile

Dinosaurier-Tyrannosaurus

FIG.3

ent postures.
TRONICO: S4

[50/1516]

2. AUTOMAT. Paul Goodman wrote (some time ago I'm sorry
to say) that AUTOMAT had changed hands, and since June
2012 its new owner has been Knotech GmbH, SelitstraBe 10,
D-55234 Erbes-Biidesheim, a town about 50km away from the
previous address.

The website //www.compact-technik.de gives details of the
current range of sets & parts and I hope one day to update the
review of AUTOMAT in 21/604 (that was in 1999) to include an
_above, with its parts below it; outline of all the changes since then.

i Stegosaurus; & Triceratops. All have AUTOMAT: S2 [50/1516]

L%g;) a§2r§| t(;]r;d#]cgggs ?;(:e c;rboic; 3. METALLUS. Paul Goodman also mentioned that this
21cm long. It is said that the parts German _system might be 'running Sjown', and when I che_cked
are 'easily bendable' aluminium' and its website the only sets I could find were 3 of the earlier 7

that 'the kits are only bent not basic sets, and one theme set, the Ploughing Engine. It was

1 only practical to check on a few parts: all of the 3 categories of

I
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' screwed together'. So pre-
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sumably the parts
FIG.2 interlock after hav-
kT 4 1_ ing been suitably bent,
g LI F with the N&B at critical
points. I wondered if the

LI .- el -
% g parts were ready formed
o but in an Ebay set they

common parts I looked at were as before, but in more
specialized areas no parts were listed in 2 of 3 of them.

METALLUS: S6 [50/1516]

4. The TECO Manual. Jirgen Kahlfeldt wrote that the 8
model pages in the TECO manual described in 34/1027 are
identical to 8 of the 13 model pages in the 31 Edition of the
STABIL manual for Set 48, although said pages are not in the

(1] look flat,_ and the diag- <ime order.
& onal slot in the corner of

the Screwdriver's handle TECO: S4
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