




with some building instructions for the larger ones. Most are
fairly  run-of-the  mill  but  the  4  for  the  largest  set  are  good
looking, though their ‘mechanics’ are quite simple, & a touch
suspect  in  places.  The  Super  Wheels  look  well  on  a  Fire
Engine  &  Semi-Trailer  Lorry  but  the  Crane  above  is  my
favourite, even if it hasn’t a hook. Hoisting is clearly from the
rear Crank Handle, but the function of the Axle next along with
the Double Arm Crank on its end isn’t immediately obvious. A
Worm on it engages the Gear (the Pinion is just to locate the
Axle) so it looks as if it may be the slewing drive, but what
then of the luffing, & what does the forward Crank Handle do?
  In many of the models for the sets through Senior, several

variations of the parts can be seen. In most cases the top of
the Flanged Plate is  pierced with  only the edge and centre
rows of holes; the Trunnions are often shown as ‘5 hole’; and
most  of  the  Flexible  Plates  have  squarish  corners.  These
earlier  (?)  parts  can  be  seen  in  the  Scales  above  right.
   Another manual on Ebay, described as 240*180mm, with

10  pages  &  34
models, has a cover
(below)  similar  to
the yellow one but is
B&W  (the  coloured
stains on it  indicate
that  it  is  B&W,  not
just  the  photo).  It
does  not  though
have  REG. after the
MODEL-IT name, or
ENGINEERING  SET
below  it,  nor  the
small  print  at  the
bottom, nor the logo
in  the  bottom  left
corner.  It  was  said
to  have  'Manufact-

ured  by  G.E.Rose,  Australian  representatives  Lawrence
Distributing Co., 326 Edgecliff Rd., Woollahra, Sydney’ on its
back cover. So it may well be that this manual was before the
Lawdex one, and in that case could the ‘simpler’ parts have
been from the same era?

A BILD-A-KIT  Manual  A BILD-A-KIT  Model  Sheet  was
described  in  26/753,  but  now  Jack  has  sent  a  copy  of  a
manual,  and  he  also  wrote  that  he  has  been  told  that  the
system’s  name  was  registered  by  William  Kerr,  Henary
Lawson,  &  Violet  Amy  White.  Also  that  the  company  was
Radio Electrical Hardware, 25 Queen St., Melbourne 1946, but
no trace of it has yet to be found in directories, etc.

The manual is for Sets 1-5, has 16 pages, 6¾*4½", plus
covers (the back cover is thought to be missing). The front one
is shown right; the number on the set lid can’t be seen clearly
but  may be a 5.  The words left  of  the name on the lid are
‘10001 TOYS’. C2 is blank; p1 has an intro and an ad for the 5
sets which includes ‘BILD-A-KIT is strongly made in Australia
of pressed and cast metal parts, in complete sets in 5 sizes.’

36 models are shown on pp 2-15 with a single photo, often
rather small,  of each. They are generally much too dark too
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but the originals may
have been better. The
first  is  called
SIGNALS  and  the
last,  MECHANICAL
EXCAVATOR.  Each
of  the  pages  has
‘Bild-A-Kit  Model
Suggestion  Book’  at
the top. No indication
is  given  of  which
models can be made
with which sets.

p16 has the Price
List  of  sets  &  parts
shown  above.  The
prices of the parts are
typically  30-50%
higher than those in a
Jan.  1941  Ezy-Bilt
price  list,  so  the
present  manual  is
likely  to  have  been
post-WW2.  By 1958,
the  date  of  the  next
E-B  list  to  hand,
comparable parts are 2-3 times as high as in 1941.

In  contrast  to  the  OSN  26  Model  Sheet,  none  of  the
models  in  this  Manual  are  copied  from  MECCANO,  or
anywhere else as far as I know. A few of them catch the eye
but  mostly they are quite  simple or  not  that  realistic.  The 3
above, about 120% natural size, are among the better ones,
though they were chosen to show as many as possible of the
different parts.

Many  of  the  parts  look  much  like  MECCANO;  the
exceptions and other points of interest are noted below.
•  The Trunnions are the 7 hole type.
•  The Loose Pulley has no face holes and may have a very
short bush.
• The  5*11h Flanged  (Base)  Plate  is  always  shown  with
flanges on all sides, and often with the ½" long cross slot, but
never with a slit for a Saw Blade.
•  The Axle Clips are probably short lengths of rubber tubing.

• The  Bolt  heads  are  cheese-shaped;  the  Nuts,  listed  as
hexagon, can only be seen as a blur about the same size as
the MECCANO equivalent.
•  The Train Wheels (#21-23) are no doubt castings and each
size has 6 spokes. Despite the name, no flange can be seen.
In  some  models  these  Wheels  look  like  discs  with  rim  &
spokes  raised  on  them.  The  rear  wheel  of  the  Bulldozer
appears to be a pair of 2" Ø.
•  The Flanged Sector Plate is 9h long.
•  The best view of the Pinion & 50t Gear Wheel is at the back
of the Crane, and as might be expected the Gear has no face
holes.  To mate it  with a  19t  Pinion  implies  either  a  non-2h
mesh, or a non-MECCANO DP of about 35 (or a non-½" hole
pitch, but that’s perhaps unlikely).
•  The Screwdriver isn’t listed but can be seen in the box on
the  manual  cover.  No  Spanner  is  evident  lock-nutting  is
mentioned in the Intro.
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box is darkish green and the yellow banding outside
each side of the label  extends out to the edges of
the box. The parts match in the two cases; the N&B
in the cardboard set are in a brass looking tin, about
2½″ square.

   Also  from  the  Melbourne
period,  two  plain  cardboard
boxes,  11*5½*4″ deep  &  2½*
2½*1″ deep,  with  the  label  left
on  them.  The  small  lettering
reads  Part  No. & Quantity.  It  is
probable that these boxes were
used  to  send  spare  parts  to
shops & wholesalers.

The Colton, Palmer & Preston Time  More
has been found out about the 8 sets mentioned in
31/908. The company advertising claimed that all the
sets would be packed in metal boxes but no actual
No.5  or  6  sets  so boxed have been  found so far.
Metal  boxes  for  Sets  1-3  are  very  rare  and  are
smaller than those used for the larger sets. Also they
had  holes  punched  in  them  to  allow  their  use  in
models, and these can be seen in the sides of the lid
and base parts below (with the top of the lid above

them). Atop the next column is a label found stuck to
an Illustrated Parts List of the period and there is an
additional hole in the end wall. The metal packaging
for  the small  sets  was  most  probably  a  marketing
failure,  and  Jack  has  been  given  some  tops  and
sides from the  lids  which,  it  is  said,  were used in
shop  and  exhibition  display  material.  The  metal
boxes for Sets 6-8 were a success and were used
into the 1960s.

A No.6 box made from heavy waxed cardboard is
also  known  and  is  the  same  size  as  the
corresponding  metal  version.  Its  lid  design  is  the
same as the metal No.7 shown in 28/837.

 

Photos of an unused No.8 show its metal box to be as expected with the
parts strung to 5 cards with yellow cord.  The 'halves' of two of these
above give a general impression, and the only difference in any of them
that can be seen, compared to the notes in OSN 22 & 28, is the shape
of the Screwdriver. The Set contains 2 of the Assembly Parts boxes and
two hanks of red Cord.

BILD-A-KIT  Further  to  the  notes  in  31/912  the  system's
name was listed as an Accepted Application in the 23 January
1947 issue of the Official Journal of Patents, Trade Marks &

Designs - the logo left appeared above
'85,717.  Toys.  William  Kerr,  Henry
Lawson  White,  &  Violet  Amy  White
(trading  as  Rec  Radio  &  Electrical

Hardware Company), of 25 Queen-street, Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia,  manufacturers.  -  9th  January  1946.  Address  for
service  in  Australia -  C/o  Herman  &  Coltman,  456  Little
Collins-street, Melbourne, Victoria.' 

Another  reference  to  the  company  is  its  advert  in  the
September 1949 The Retailer for solid drawn containers used
to send small portions of wedding cake to distant friends. The
address given is 419 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, Phone: FJ
5553.

The back cover of the Manual described in OSN 31 has
been found. C3 is blank; C4 matches C1 in colour and has a
short  plug  for  the  System,  plus  'Printed  by  Sampsons
Enterprises Pty. Ltd.  481 Kent  St.,  Sydney for  the Bild-A-Kit
Co.' So if the company was called Bild-A-Kit at that point, was
the Rec company still involved?
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