




BETTA-FIT  Some notes on this Australian system were given
in 19/540, 22/636 & 26/753. In OSN 19 a Set 5 was mention-
ed and below the Ebay photos of what is probably such an

outfit.  The  righthand  Road  Wheel  is  missing  its  boss
which holds the 2 sides together. Notice the ½" long slot
in the Flanged Plate. Also, in the original it is possible to
see that the Trunnion has diagonal slots, the 'U' Piece
is the 2h high Double Bracket type with sharp corners,
& the handle  of  the wire  Screwdriver is,  as shown in
MCS,  somewhat  less  wide  than  most.  The  Nuts are
square, perhaps plain steel & probably 5¤16" A/F, while the
Bolts are roundheaded with a brass finish.

The cover of  the manual  with the OSN 19 No.5 was the
BETTAFIT (no  hyphen)  one described  later.  With  this  No.5
only  the  top  of  a  BILD-A-KIT manual  (see  31/912)  can  be
seen, below the open box. There was also a Model Sheet. It
had no name but its 21 simple models are those for Set 1, on
pp3-5, in the YOUNG ENGINEER'S SET manual described in
22/639. They are not in the same order and run from Garden
Edge Lawn Cutter to Travelling Crane (a model shown in OSN
22). All the Trunnions in the models are the 7h type with no
diagonal slots, but as mentioned in previous notes there are
similarities between YOUNG ENGINEER'S & BETTA-FIT.

Vern Ellis kindly sent a photocopy of a BETTAFIT manual.
It appears to be the one used for the front cover & Illustrated
Parts  in  MCS. Ignoring blank  pages,  it  has  19 portrait,  un-
numbered sides, 144*252mm, plus a missing back cover. p1
(C1) has 2 boys & a Tower, with 'AN R.K.M. PRODUCT' along
the top. p2 says that the set is a high class toy but is also
useful to artisans, and urges 'Buy Australian'. At the bottom is
'Manufactured  by  The  R.K.Morgan  Engineering  Works,
Glenroy, Victoria. p3 is the title page; p4 has the Crane right,
70% f-s, & pp5-6 show the Illustrated Parts. pp7-14 have 65
small  models  from  No.1  GARDEN  SEAT to  No.65  DRILLING
MACHINE, with a small photo of each. No sets are mentioned
but these are without doubt the Set 1-3 models. Strangely p7
also  has  the  No.5 Set  Contents  amid  models  1-5.  pp15-16
have 12 models for Set 4, from No 4-66 PICNIC TRUCK No 4-
77 CORVETTE, again with one photo of each, but a little larger.

The 17 models for Set 5 on pp17-20 go from No 5-78  FIRE
TRUCK to  No  5-94  POWER  DRIVEN  LATHE,  again  with  one
photo of each, & again a little larger.  p21 has the No.4 Set
Contents in a table which also shows the overall dimensions
for each No.4 model and the quantity of each part used in it.
Perhaps there  was a similar  table  for Set  5  models  on the
back cover.

The supposed models for Set 1-3 are similar in style & size
to those on the Model Sheet with the No.5 set but none are
identical. All the Trunnions shown are the 7h type. The No.4 &
5 models are also original but they have the slotted Trunnions.
Perhaps  there  were  originally  only  Sets  1-3  and  later  the
Trunnions were modified, the parts on the second page of the
Illustrated  Parts  (#27  onwards)  added,  and  Outfits  4  &  5
introduced.  Some  of  the  No.4  &  5  models  are  rather
rudimentary but  usually  have a little  character.  Witness  the
Grader left, full-size. The No.5 model on p4 (below) is credible
except for the Base Plate used in the under-carriage.
 The  contents  given  for  Sets

4/5  in  the  Manual

follow. #1 Crank Handle: 1/1.
#2  Hook:  1/1.  #3  A/B:  8/10.
#4 Rev. A/B: 3/3. #5 D/B: 2/3.

#6  'U'  Piece:  1/1.
#7  (Rubber

Axle) Clip: 8/12. #8 (Hex) Nut:
40/54.  #9  (C/H)  Bolt  5¤32 x  ¼":
40/54. #10 3½" Axle: 2/2. #11 2" Axle: 2/4. #12 Flat Brkt: 6/6.
#13 Bush Wheel: 1/1. #14 1" (Pulley) Wheel, less Boss: 2/2.
#15 1" (Pulley) Wheel,  with Boss: 4/4. #16 1" Tyre: 4/4. #17
(½")  Pulley  Wheel:  1/1.  #18  Angle  Trunnion:  2/2.  #19  Flat
Trunnion: 2/2. #20 Screwdriver: -/1. #21 2½" Strip: 10/10. #22
5½" Strip: 4/6. #23 7½" Strip: 4/4. #24 Curved Strip: 4/4. #25

(1*5*1h)  DAS: 4/4.  #26  Base Plate:  1/1.
#27  3½"  Strip:  -/2.  #28  White  Rim
Wheel: 2/4. #29 2" (Pulley) Wheel with
Boss:  2/4.  #30  Flat  Radiator  Plate:
1/2. #31 Curved Radiator Plate: 1/2.
#32 Sector Plate: 1/2. #33 (1*3*1h)
DAS: -/2. #34 Hank of Cord: -/1.
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