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More on CLIP-CRAFT Some notes on a
set & parts from this post-WW2 American
Rod & Clip system were given in 21/594,
but now more is to hand, particularly about
the range of sets available. This account is
based on two canister sets to hand, a
Midget & a No.3; on information kindly sent
by Kendrick Bisset, including details of an
earlier No.1 outfit in a normal box; & on
some Ebay material,

The SETS the No.3 canister is shown
right. The only indication that it is a ‘No.3’ is
‘CLIP CRAFT CORP. / SET No.3 / MADE IN
US.A. / YONKERS 4, N.Y. impressed into
the lid. It was wrongly described as a No.1
in OSN 21 because the lid of that set was
missing and the manual with it had ‘SET
No.1’ on its cover. The manual with this
No.3 is identical and both have the ‘Empire
State Bldg.’ address blacked out.

The No.2, seen on Ebay, has a canister
that looks the same diameter as the No.3
but is about % the height. The label design
is the same except that is doesn’t have the
bottom ring of models. The lid is as the No.3
apart from the changed Set No. There is a
large Model sheet with the Set and the models are printed
white on black as in the ‘No.1’ manual.

The Midget canister is again the same diameter, but still
shorter, 185mm high; the label is the same but this time
without the bottom 2 rings of models on the No.3. The lid has
‘MIDGET SET’ instead of the Set No. The Clips are in a card
box, 60mm & & 33mm deep, with the push-on bottom & lid
red. The Model Sheet is 427*329mm and is printed black on
white on one side only. The 8 models (plus Letters A, B, & C)
are shown as line drawings, from ATOM GUN to MAN FROM
MARS. Some are in the No.1 manual, some are simpler
versions from it, and some are new models. A postal address
is given: 630 Central Park Ave., Yonkers 4, New York. The
set’'s name is not mentioned on the Sheet but Sets 2 & 3 are
advertised, and Set 3 is said to have a ‘beautiful instruction
book containing 30 large models’ — the ‘No.1’ manual has 28
models (and not all of them large).

The boxed
No.1 Set (13%"
16%*78") is shown
right (the set num-
ber is on the lid’s
side aprons). De-
tails of the contents
as found are given
later but the main
parts can be seen
in the photo and
their quantities are
the same as in the
No.3 canister set.
The Set's manual
is again the No.1,
and its being with a
No.1 set explains
why it has No.1 on
its cover! However =
in this case the
Empire State Bldg.
address has not been blacked out, and this is another reason
why this Set is thought earlier than the No.3. It remains to be
seen if there were any other boxed sets, the Tyres on the
model Jeep shown in 14/390 are still unaccounted for.

Said Tyres are still on the same model in an Ebay item, a
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trade ad said to be from 1949. It shows the 3 sizes of canister
and while their names can’t be read they look as if they could
easily be Midget, No.2, & No.3. After them is what is clearly
the No.1 boxed set, and again the words by it are unclear, but
they could end in Set 1. If Set 1 was the name of the boxed
set at this point it might explain why the smallest canister set
was called Midget instead of No.1. It would still be strange
though to have two sets, the boxed No.1 & the canister No.3,
with much the same contents and the same manual.

Set Contents The parts found in 2 Midget sets, the
No.3, & the boxed No.1, are listed below. A '+' means that
there are 5 broken clips which could be any of type A, C, or D;
an asterisk means one
broken, which could be
either E or F. Only 4 of the
Small Pulleys are needed
for the models on the
Midget model sheet so it
may be that the second
Midget set contains parts
from more than one ouffit.
For ease of reference the F,
small parts, right, have been
lettered.

Clip A: 2,2+;8;8. Clip B: 0,0;8;8. Clip C: 4,3+;8;13. Clip D:
8,0+;16;10. Clip E: 6,8%;12,18. Clip F: 0,3%0;0. Clip G: 12,14;
24;22. Clip H: 4,4;8,8. Rubber Axle Stop I: 7,9;10;6. Sleeve J:
0,0;8;9. Rod 24cm: 0,0;4;4. Rod 16cm: 2,2;4;4. Rod 12cm: 4,
4:8;8. Rod 8cm: 6,8;8;8. Rod 4cm: 7,0;17;12. Rod 2cm: 9,10;
21;17. Rod, “-circle: 2,2;4;4. Rod, Yi-circle: 0,0;8;8. Pulley,
Small: 3,6;4;4. Pulley, Large: 0,0;4;4. Sheet, 16*4cm: 2,4;4,4.

The PARTS Now some points not covered in OSN 21.
The ‘finger’ on the Clip H is actually on the top, not at the side
as shown. The Sheet is aluminium, 4*16cm, & .16mm (6




thou) thick. It could easily be cut to size with scissors and fits
easily & firmly under the finger of Clip H, but kinks very easily
even with careful use. The rolled Sleeve closes up to less
than the diameter of a Rod when pushed into a Clip, as the
free edges slide over one another. In most cases though a
Clip by itself can act as an adequate bearing for a Rod to run
in. The blue Small Pulley is 27mm &, about 9%2mm thick,
and is recessed on one side like the larger one. The Axle
Stop is red rubber, 7mm & & 4mm long.

The MODELS The No.1 manual has a single photo of
each model and in many of them it is not easy to see which
parts, and particularly which Clips are needed. The line
drawings on the Midget’'s Sheet are easier to follow and all the
Rods in them are marked with their lengths. No doubt it was
produced later than the No.1.

I made the No.1 manual Windmill shown at the bottom of
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The SONNEBERGER PIONIER Sets The parts in most
SON sets (East German, 1948 to after 1971, 4.2 & 5.4mm
holes at 10mm pitch) are plain aluminium but coloured parts
were noted at 15/418, & a set with certain coloured parts in it
at 18/504.

The two Pionier sets, not referenced anywhere before as
far as | know, have all the main parts in colour, anodised in
blue, gold, & red (apart from MECCANO the only system |
think to have this colour scheme). The basic set is No.l; the
second, an add-on outfit, is No.ll. This note is based on a
near complete No.l. Both sets have a red box with almost all
the top of the lid printed in colour as below, and this lid hasn’t
been seen on any other SON sets. The name PIONIER | is in
the centre of the blue hexagon. The No.l box is 35*45*2cm
and the parts are housed in a white moulded plastic tray, with
a separate recess for practically every part.

——"  Sonneberger
Mel‘qllbqukasten

The Set & the Parts The set isn’t very large despite the
size of the box, and it's a strange mix of parts with relatively
few Strips, only 2 of which are longer than 8h - a 10h & a 14h.
The No.ll only adds another of each of those plus 2x 9h. On
the other hand there are more A/Gs & small Plates than might
be expected. A list of all the parts is given below (from the
manual) with the quantities in Sets I/ll in curly brackets, and a
note where the actual content differs. Differences from the
parts described in 18/504 are also mentioned.

* 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,10,14h Strips {2/0, 2/0, 2/2, 0/3, 6/5, 2/0, 0/2,
11, 1/1}. + 5,9,18h AIGs {6/4, 4/2, 2/2}. But my No.l has 4x
18h & no 9h. < 1*2*1, 1*5*1 & 2*3*2 DAS {0/1, 2/0, 2/2}. The
2*3*2, not seen before has large holes either side of the
bends. « A/B {8/3}. 2*1*2h Double Bracket {2/1}. 2*2h
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the previous page from with my No.3 set. It was reasonably
easy to push the Rods into the Clips, and rather less easy to
take them out, especially in the middle of a model. Suitable
Clips could be bent when necessary to give a different angle
but pliers were needed for this. The finished framework was
quite rigid except for the single point attachment of the blade
arms. But that was easy to improve with other parts from the
Set, following a method used in another of the manual
models. The built-up bevels worked well enough after careful
adjustment and a cord drive from an extra Pulley near the
base was possible, again from the parts in the Set (plus a few
extra Clips).

As a rod system CLIP-CRAFT has the virtue of neat Clips
which allow Rods to be set at angles to one another fairly
easily. All but simple models though would be more difficult to
make than with MECCANO style parts.
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Corner Bracket {1/0}. * Trunnion {2/0}. Missing from the Set
but the later triangular pattern is shown in the manual models.
* Flanged Plates. 7*9h, 5*5h, 3*3h {1/0, 1/0, 2/1}. The 7*9h is
a new part with large holes in its flanges. e« Perf. Plates. 2*8h,
3*5h, 3*9h {4/2, 6/3, 2/1}. + Flanged Disc {1/0}. This part is
52mm @ with a flat flange. * 30mm Pulley & Tyre {4/2, 4/2}.
The Tyre is black rubber & has no markings on its side walls.
e Gears. 18t, 30mm d, & 35t, 56mm & {1/0, 1/0}. They are
Mod 1.5. < Collar {5/2}. 6 were in the Set. Hook {1/0}. Flat,
24%,mm long. * 70 & 110mm Axles {1/0, 2/1}; Crank Handle
{1/0). All are nickeled steel with slightly rounded ends. 30 &
75mm plain steel Screwed Rods (2/2, 2/0}. The 75mm were
missing from the Set and there were 2x 70mm Axles. * N&B.
Nickeled steel and very similar to CONSTRUCTION parts.
The pressed Nut is 7.0mm A/F, and the 7.0mm CH Bolt, 6mm
u/h {80/40, 70/30}. The Set Screw, again nickelled steel, has
a 4.9mm CH & is 5mm u/h {20/8}. Only 12 were in the Set,
one for each (s/t) boss & Collar. ¢ The Spanner, nickel
plated, is the later type (see MCS/FB), cranked at the ring end
and 91mm long o/a {1/1}. The Screwdriver was missing but
is shown in the manual as the wooden handled type in
MCS/NZ {1/1}.

Colours. It is explained in the manual that all the round
parts are anodised red, all the flat parts are yellow (actually a
pleasant gold), and all the angled parts, the A/B for instance
are blue. The colours are metallic except that some of the
blue parts are almost matt & quite dark.

The Manual. It is the same size as the one described at
18/503 but is a completely new production for the Pionier
sets, printed in full
colour throughout,
& none of the
models have been
carried over from
any of the earlier
known  manuals.
SONNEBERGER is
on the first page
but not on the
cover (right). Of
the 12 models in it
only two can be
made with Set |.
They are a Pair of
Scales & an
Electric Cart, fair
small models but not very exciting, especially given the size of
the box, and neither of them do justice to the Set. All the other
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