











31

OTHER
SYSTEMS
NEWSLETTER

OSN 31 OCTOBER 2004

Editor Tony Knowles
7 Potters Way
Laverstock
Salisbury
SP1 1PY

England
Email: tony@osnl.co.uk

EDITORIAL An Index for OSN 1-30 has been compiled with
20 pages in the same style as before. I'll have photocopies
made at the beginning of December & if possible please let
me know before that if you would like one. The cost will be
£2.30/2.90/3.80 for the usual postal zones. I've also added a
page to the OSN web site (www.osnl.co.uk) with the full Index
on it, and it can be printed off for free - it's a large file though
so may take a while to load with slower connections.

Work on updating the Database is underway and | hope to
have it ready before the next Issue. There will be more space
than before for additions to the main section, & it's likely to
have 56 or 60 pages. At most the cost will be £9.50/10/11, & if
you would like a copy it would help if you could let me know
before Xmas. | hope to put the main, alphabetically sort on the
web site but the total width is about that of a landscape A3
page & I've yet to find a way of persuading my A4 printer to
print the right half of such a page from the web page, or a way
to download the file in a form that would allow it to be printed.

Another addition to the Site is a page showing the parts of
the French AUTO-CYCLE system. This is because | plan to
include an article about it in the next Issue and there will not
be room to show all the parts there. Of course enough about
them will be included in the article to make it understandable
but it seems a pity not to make all the details available. In this
case they occupy 8 A4 sides and It should be possible to print
each of the original sides onto a landscape A4 or US Letter
page.

It may be that | will add other material of like nature in the
future, and possibly articles for which there is no immediate
space in the Newsletter. Another reason for using the web to
supplement articles is that copies of MCS are no longer
available (except Tim's MECCANO CD of course), and so an
increasing number of readers cannot refer to it.

Which brings me to the MCS Extra Sheets that were
available with Issues 7-27. A new reader recently asked me if |
knew of any for sale and didn’t realise that | could still supply
them, although now only 2 complete sets are left. A set
consists of 598 sheets, most double-sided, and the total price
is £100/104/118. Like MCS is seems unlikely that the Extra
Sheets will be reprinted in the foreseeable future.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. From Jacques Pitrat. Some more information on the
LITTLE JIM Train Construction Sets, made by Metalcraft for
the J.C.Penney store, see 23/677-8 & 24/691. There were
three sets: 100, 200 & 300, and their contents were exactly
the same as those of METALCRAFT Sets 980, 981 & 982. The
lid of the 300 is as described in OSN 24 except that the 12
Cars that can be made are shown on it. ‘Builds 4 at one time’
it says on the lid but that does not mean any 4 Cars, for
example one cannot build the Coal Car & the Armored Car
simultaneously. It is also claimed that the Cars can fit any
gauge track, but the two lengths of Axle in the Set allow only O
gauge & a wider gauge - and for the latter the Wheels have to
be outside the Trucks and look very awkward.

LITTLE JIM Train Construction Sets: S1 [31/908]

2. Josep Bernal wrote that he has some C.L.G.E.A. brass
parts and they are threaded M4 (see 27/789).

C.L.G.E.A: $1 [31/908]

3. Jack Little sent a November 1947 Colton, Palmer &
Preston trade ad for EZY-BILT. It shows Sets 1-8 in a pile so
only the lid of the top box can be seen. It is just like the one in
28/837 with the 2 boys & galleon, except that the ad is in red &
black only, so no green bits. This is the earliest sighting of the
1-8 range. The ad shows all the boxes the same size but Jack
wrote that while they were all tin, the 1-3 were smaller than the
6-8 - the 4 & 5 have yet to be seen. Also in the ad, the sole
agents: ‘GEO. WILLS & CO. LTD., in all Capital Cities’.

EZY-BILT: S2 [31/908]

4. In 10/244 it was noted that the vee of the N-G-NEERO
MECCANO-type 70mm Pulley is quite narrow and David
Hobson pointed out to me that its illustration in MCS, identical
to the FORGEACIER one (N-G-NEERO was virtually a copy of
FORGACIER, presumably made under licence), makes it look
much wider. Some FORGEACIER parts came to hand recently
and sure enough the 70mm Pulley is wide like the illustration,
and that's because it is like a MARKLIN Flanged Disc Pulley
with a single flanged disc, and not 2 discs riveted together.
The pattern of piercing in the faces of the 2 types is the same.

Although most parts in the 2 systems look very similar
there are small differences of detail. The most obvious is in
the name stamped on most circular parts, with FORGEACIER
JEP FRANCE on the French parts instead of N-G-NEERO
MADE IN ENGLAND. The punched holes are about 3.6mm
and the N&B in the only NGN set examined are the metric M3;
the FOR equivalents are referred to as 3mm in the French
instructions and are no doubt the same. But the threads used
in the other parts differ. FOR/NGN bosses are tapped M3.5/ 7g"
BSW, and the threads on other parts like the Threaded Pin &
Handrail Support are M3.5/4BA. Axles are about the same
size, 3.43mm @ for the few NGN examples seen and 3.43-
3.54 for some FOR parts. (In passing both lots of parts
included 3 different lengths of Crank Handle, from 145 to
245mm o/a. | had thought, from the ‘per bag, containing:-
N123 7 cranks, various lengths’ in the NGN Parts List, and a
similar entry for FOR, that there were actually 7 different
lengths. But 7 does seem a little excessive, especially in a
sys-tem in which such parts can be cut to any length, and
probably the ‘various lengths’ meant only the 3 seen. Some
illustrations of the Accessory Set show what appears to be
more than 3 lengths but a FOR example to hand, mostly still
strung, has 2 each of the 3 lengths, but arranged so they look
to be 6 differ-ent lengths — their ends hidden under a card for
other parts.)

On dates, David has found the relevant UK patent,
No0.381348. It is in the name of the Société Industrielle de
Ferblanterie, of Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris, and its
application Date was 21/10/31. It has a convention date of
21/10/30, a year earlier, and so there will be a corresponding
French patent of that date. The patent describes the
workshop-box of tools & materials, and the advantages of the
system. There is also a patent of addition from the same
company, UK 384215, application date 17/6/32, convention
date 15/10/31. This describes the use of the lid of the
workshop-box as a baseplate for the cutting & perforating
machines, and it also describes the shearing & bending tools.
David commented that the use of the lid in this way would
seem an important feature to avoid damage to table tops and
parent/child relations. In fact the lid was fitted with rubber feet
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backing card and the part between the bottom pair of
A/Bs is the Small Pulley #1039. Notice also the Hook in
the top right corner, not seen elsewhere. No doubt all
the N&B are used to attach the parts. The manual has
the Loco cover shown in OSN 26.

Set 1 2 sets have the same partitioning as the
example in Baukdsten (p222) and the box size is given
there as 30*21*2.5cm. The manual cover with these is
similar to OSN 26 but is whitish, doesn't have the
maker's details along the bottom, and the 'Vorlageheft
Nr.1' is above the Loco. A third set is in a box of about
the same size but possibly a little deeper, and has red
topped partitioning to give only 5 compartments. It's just
possible that this is a Nr.2 set. Its manual is as OSN 26
but with the bold lettering in red. Finally a set in a bigger
box with the parts attached, probably singly, to a yellow
card. Its 35mm Pulleys have only 2 face holes, so it
might be thought to be an early set but the 50mm Disc
#1034 is painted blue and the 7*9h Flat Plate #1021,
red. Replacements from Ph. 2 perhaps except that the
50mm Disc in Ph. 2 had a boss. Below, the manual
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TITAN: S2

Some C.I.G.E.A. Parts Thanks to Paul Goodman I've
been able to see his small collection of C.I.G.E.A. parts, and
these notes add to those in 27/789.

All the parts are nicely made with a dull nickel sheen finish,
and all are shown below except for a 5h-sided Triangular Plate
#131 which is as illustrated in OSN 27. Each piece is labelled
with its probably PN, and all are stamped CIGEA, with CIGEA-
ITALIA on the end faces of the brass parts.

Holes are at 13.0mm pitch and are mostly 4.3mm @, but
4.1mm in the Cranks & 4.5 in the Wheel Disc. Slots are 8.4-
8.8mm long. All the brass parts are 10.0mm @ with a bore of

e

i, D S L

C.I,G.EA.: S1

The Piccolo

right looks to be
both sides of the
Set's packet. The

Bicycle speaks of
58 parts and 21
models. ’

An
Motor Theword- '\ ...
ing on the box
includes 'Type 4', |

translating,
AC/DC. One of|,
the two coils in
the Motor can be §@

seen in Fig.8. Pre- =

sumably the lever on the front panel gives forward
& reverse.

G o gompene. o -

cover, completely different but still marked 'Vorlageheft Nr.1'".

Set 2 Set 2 is only known for sure from the Set Contents sheet.

Linking Sets Given the 0A Contents sheet mentioned above, it's
likely that there was a 1A as well.

A Nr.3 Outfit? A parts price list has all the parts listed in Fig.4
except those in colour, and the red ones were needed for Set 2.
Thus it seems that the system grew in terms of parts and sets. The
part in blue, the Trunnion seen in Fig.1, is certainly not in Set 2 so
perhaps there was a Nr.3 which included it, and possibly other, as
yet unseen, parts.

Two Phase 2 Items
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4.1mm, and are double-tapped. The thread in M4.

Other points of interest: The circular parts: their centre
hole is about 8mm @ but near 12mm in #280?. The 3 larger
diameter parts have a flange 5-6mm deep. #83 Coupling.
21mm long o/a with the end holes at 13.0mm pitch, as they
should be. #107,108 Cranks. No slotted holes. The strips
are 13.1mm wide. #133 Wheel Disc. 36%2mm o.d. #206-8
Corner Brackets. The basic part #206 is formed to give
handed parts 207 & 208. #223 Boiler Plate. 4 lapped by 1
hole make a cylinder of 50mm @ which will push into the Boiler
End. #225 & 225? Boiler Ends. The part with the 2 rings of
holes matches the drawing in the
Illustrated Parts (see 23/656). Apart
from the extra ring both parts are
the same with an o.d. of 50%2mm.
The outer ring is so close to the
edge that it would have limited
usefulness. #273 & 274 Small
Plates. Useful looking parts but
—= 207/8 they were not included in the later

: ~=  numbered sets. #280? Wheel
- ~ Flange. It is 53mm @ and the only
- _ likely part listed is #280 'Contro-
= ~ piastra circol. @ 53mm’. It could be

3 ~ used with #134 Perforated Circular

- - Plate of 60mm @ (see 23/656) which
-~ looks to have a large centre hole, or
with the 60mm @ Plate with Boss,

B =

206 #154. #260 Handrail Support. It
G has a transverse bore through the
@ “= = ball part and the cylinder.
83 260

OSN 45/1382
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