


rest of the sheets run up to 267 but in no apparent order, save
that models for the smaller sets are probably on sheets
outside those with the larger ones. The largest appear on the
4 sheets in the middle of the manual, and the centre opening
pages (there are no page numbers) show models 252-257. No
indication is given of the set needed for any of the models.
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8. Two similar UK CONSTRUCTO sets were described in
25/740 and now Jacques Pitrat has send notes and a photo
(below) of one he has found. It is virtually identical, with the
same manual, but it is complete with N&B, in the two little
green boxes, and with the Brackets, Axles & Tools, in a plastic
bag between one of the pairs of Flanged Sector Plates in the
centre section of the box. The N&B boxes have UMAKIT on
them, which confirms that the two systems came from the
same manufacturer. As before there is no Set No. on the box
but Jacques points out that one can build all the Set 4 manual
models with the parts in the Outfit, and on the contrary, there
are not enough Strips & Flexible Plates for those from Set 5.
For instance, some require 9x5h Flexible Plates and there are
none in the Set. One curious thing is that there are 6 Flanged
Sector Plates (against 4 in the OSN 25 sets), and that no
more than two are used in any ¢ of the manual models.

Another similar set has been seen on Ebay. It is far from
complete but it does include at least three 5*9h Flexible Plates
as well as examples of the sizes in Jacques’ set. No balloon
type Road Wheels can be seen but instead the 5 Pulleys fitted

— with Tyres left. The 3 smaller ones are
about the diameter of those in one of the
OSN 25 sets but their 1" Pulleys looks like
the 6-hole type shown in 19/539. The
larger ones scale at 2" & overall, or a little
less, and have rather deeper Tyres fitted to larger Pulleys,
similar in style to the 1" but with more holes, probably 8. Again
there are 2 green boxes - the printing on them that can’t be
read but the main name doesn’t look like UMAKIT, and is the
right length for CONSTRUCTO. So was this a larger and
perhaps later set than any of the ‘No.4s’?
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9. Snippet - WERNER’S Metallbaukasten This system was
mentioned in 17/477 as being like TRIX and dating from soon
after WW2. The Ebay picture heading the the next column
shows parts that indeed look identical to TRIX and if the
orangey look to a few of them is rust, then they are no doubt
made of steel.

The words under the name on the box lid are ‘Nr.1
Grundkasten Made in Germany’. The parts may be like Trix
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but what of the models? | don’t remember the Tractor on the
lid as a TRIX model.
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10. ‘New’ System: MACHINO. | have a note that this was an
Indian system, and that a No.0 set had red & green parts
strung to a backing card. | can't trace who sent me this
information, so apologies to whoever it was.
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11 Snippet — New System: STABILUS Just one set with
this name was offered for

Xmas 2003 by www.
Blechspielzeugladen.de to
make the 17cm high
Xmas Tree on the left. It is
still available from the
same site, price €12.50.
At first | thought of the
BRAL model (29/857) but
from the dimensions
given, 12cm across the
diagonal of the lowest
square, the hole pitch
must be about 10mm. The
parts could easily be from
> Eitech or Polylong though
not all the Brackets can
be seen. The Bolts look to
be crossheaded. And I'm
not sure what the part at
the very top is.
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STABILUS: $1

2,167,210-5,214. Please contact R. Green, 21 Groveland Rd,
Speen, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 1ST; skyshot46@aol.com.
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MCS Database, updated edition in 2 parts, 56 A4 sides in
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