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EDITORIAL A record 25% or so of subscribers sent
comments on the ‘new’ OSN, and reactions were mixed.
Nearly all liked the colour & the better quality B&W photos,
but over half strongly regretted the passing of the folded,
double-sided, stapled sheets. To them | can only say ‘me
too’, but I'm afraid that single-sided A4 is the only practical
way | can see of continuing to produce the N/L. No one
men-tioned the increased price, the new rates are given
overleaf.

One point of detail. For my convenience all the pages of
the last N/L were collated face up so the wide margins were
to the left & right on successive sheets. The idea was that
the recipient would turn over every other sheet so two
printed sides could be seen at a time with the wide margins
innermost (and then two blank sides, etc). This seemed a
good idea but not everyone thought so, and | have found
myself that more often than not | open to blank pages and
then have to turn over a page to see a page number (Sod is
alive & well). It would be easy to have the wide margin on
the left on all pages and if you feel strongly about this, one
way or the other, please let me know.

On another matter, several readers have reminded me
that my OS Database is now very out of date. Perhaps I'll be
able to produce a new version in 2004 and I'd be glad to
hear if anyone has thoughts about improvements to it. Bear
in mind though that new material will increase its present 44
pages considerably.

FROM READERS

1. From Don Redmond. On THE CONSTRUCTIONEER
(9/206, 26/779), the hole spacing between the 2 centre
lengthwise rows of holes in the Plates is 2" instead of the
standard “4s".

THE CONSTRUCTIONEER: S1 [29/845]

2. From Don Redmond, some additional notes on Phase 2
MODELIT (see 15/186) from a recently found Set E. The
Gear does have 50 teeth and meshes with the 16t Pinion at
2h centres, giving a DP of 38, as in Phase 1. There are no
Sprockets in Set E, but a 45" length of Chain was found in it
which appears to fit over every other tooth of the Gear. Its
pitch is .18". Strips are 10.5mm wide. Both arms of the A/G
are 14.5mm and in each the holes are toward the edge.
Some Crank Handles have a hole 172" from the bend (like
the Phase 1 parts, see 8/186) but others, if they are
genuine, don'’t.

MODELIT (b): S1 [29/845]

3. David Hobson showed me a French CONSTRUCTOR
lot of parts, and they seemed to fall into two groups. The
first correspond to those for the ‘Early to Mid 1920s’ shown
in 24/701, and the Strip parts are 8.0-8.1mm wide, very near
the 8.2mm of Period B.

In the second the Strip parts are 10.1mm wide and so
are nearest to the 9.8mm of Group D. They generally
correspond to those described for ‘About 1930’ in OSN 24
except for the Flanged Plate. It has the usual feet at the
corners but is 9h long instead of the later (presumably) 11h

type, and its ends, and end holes, are extended by about
6mm. Below a plan view — the length overall is 112mm
T g (120mm for the 11h type) and
B8 the slots are 10.6mm long. The
flanges are similar to the 11h
type but the end slots match
those on top and the depth
along the sides is a little less,
typically 9% against 10mm. Of
the Lozenge parts only some
Y2-Lozenges were present and these, and the Flanged Plate
are dark red (like late 1920s MECCANO). The Strip parts,
the 12h Wheel Disc, the A/B, and the flat Hook (as in MCS,
17.6mm long with a 2.7mm hole) are nickel. The brass parts
are the Pinion (#25 in MCS, with 19t, Mod. 0.6), the Flanged
& Grooved Wheel (#27, 32mm o.d., turned with a slightly
tapered integral boss), and the Loose Pulley (#31, again
turned, 22mm o.d., and 3mm thick).

3 Nuts found with the parts are brass, square, 5.6mm
A/F,and 1.8mm thick.

CONSTRUCTOR [1]: S1 [29/845]

4. Another lot courtesy David Hobson, this time the model
leaflet and parts from a MASTER BUILDER No.25 set,
complete except for 2 A/Bs, & a few Nuts. The Strips have
the large radius ends noted in 16/450 & 19/554, and the
thread of the N&B is 8-32; otherwise the parts are as
described in OSN 16, but the following details may be of
interest: * The holes are 4.3mm except in the A/B. * The end
radius of the Strips is about 716" and there is only 3mm of
metal outside the end holes. « The 4h Wheel Discs are
24.0mm @ and the holes are on a 7" pcd (if the 0.d. had
been a little larger to accommodate a .7" pcd, the part could
also have served as a corner bracket). « The A/B, typically
12.4*12.6mm, is 12.4mm wide. It has a 4.5mm hole in one
arm and a slotted hole 4.9mm wide & 7.2mm long in the
other, both with only about 2mm of metal outside them. e
The N&B are nickeled, the Nut is square, 8.8mm A/F & 3mm
thick, the Bolt has a roundhead, 7.6mm O, & is 6.6mm u/h.

The Model Leaflet is one sheet 203*490mm folded into
4, & is nearly identical to the Wetzel one described in
16/451. The Intro, which couldn’t be seen clearly before,
speaks of 16 successive sets which build 95 models using
58 separate parts, & the address under it is 468 B'way,
N.Y.City. It is identical to the one in the No.10 Leaflet in
16/451. The signi-ficant differences are that the front has no
Acorn logos (on either side of ‘THE’ at the top), and has
been rubber stamped ‘REMOVED TO BUSH TERMINAL,
BUILDING No.6, BROOKLYN. N.Y. Notes on the addresses &
logo were given in 18/495.

MASTER BUILDER: S$1 [29/845]

5. Notes from Don Redmond on BUILD-X & DELTA-X (see
11/288), and David Hobson lent me some of his parts. In
OSN 11 | missed the fact that the bosses of some at least of
the plastic circular parts have ‘D’ section bores. Those
seen are the 21mm Wheel, P-006, & the Compound Gears,
P-003-5. The 19mm Pulley, P-008, has a normal circular
bore though. The round Axles with my parts are most likely
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A 1920s French CONSTUCTOR
No.2 Outfit This set, nearly com-
plete, belongs to David Hobson & he
kindly let me borrow it. Its manual is
similar to the 24/702 one with ‘S. F.
du J. M. on p2, but a leaflet with it,
showing the parts/set contents, has
‘PARAY-LE-MONIAL (S.-&-L.) rubber
stamped on it. So the Set probably
dates from soon after the move to
Paray-le-Monial in 1925. Most of the
parts are as would be expected
except that none of the Pulleys have
cutouts in their faces, and the Strips
are narrower than any known before.
David also lent me a No.0, most
likely also from the 1920s, which
lacks some parts completely but has
many more than would be expected
of others. Again the Strips are the
narrow type in the No.2. The parts in
the No.0 are asterisked below &
differences are in square brackets.

The SET The No.2 box, 25%:*40%*
2'2cm, is similar to the one in 24/703
and the lid design is identical apart
from the Set No. The contents correspond to the No.2 in the
Leaflet (& MCS Extra Sheet X1.6). The parts were attached to
green cards, and the N&B are in a green box, 53*53*14mm,
with a white label saying: ECROUS, BOULONS etc... fabriqués
spécialement pour le montage du Jouet “CONSTRUCTOR”, in
navy blue. [The No.0 box is 25%4*18:*3%.cm; the lid label is
similar to the No.2 but is only the width of the pictures, with
the text & Set No. rearranged above & below them.]

The PARTS The Leaflet with the Set shows the parts as in
MCS X1.3/4c, that’s to say as at the top of 24/702 but with the
simplified Pulleys already mentioned and no face holes in the
Flanged Wheel. All the different parts found in the Set are
mentioned below, with details where they differ from earlier
accounts, or where they have not been described before.
* Except where stated all metal parts are nickeled steel. Holes
are usually 3.2mm @ but some are nearer 3.1 & 3.3mm.
* The Lozenge* & "2-Lozenge* #1 & 2 have minor changes
to their outer dimensions.
* The Strip* #3, SAS* #4, & DAS* #5 are only 7.1mm wide.
* #7 A/B is also 7.1mm wide (which is more or less the same
as all others seen). The bend point varies a little but typical
overall dimensions are 9.0*9.7mm.
* The Foot* #8 has a base 18.2mm long with 2 holes at
11.0mm pitch, and a centre slot 6.0 — 6.4mm long.
e The Spring Clip #9 is 5mm wide, and is just like the
illustration with half width tails that wrap past one another.
When their ends are squeezed together the part can be slid
along a Rod but it can only be put onto a Rod’s free end.
Later the conventional type was used.
* The Hook #10 is not wire but the later flat type, see #22 in
MCS p3/4. The same part was with the
parts described in 29/485, and is 11.0mm
wide, 17.6mm long, with a 2.7mm hole.
* The Pulleys #16, 19, 20, & the Bush
Wheel #18 are all brass, turned from the
solid. Loose Pulleys #19, 20 are 22.1mm/
12.1mm o.d., & 3mm wide with parallel
sides. The Fast Pulley* #16 is 22.1mm
o.d., 3-3%2mm wide in differ-ent examples,
& again has parallel sides but
\ recessed on the outer face
(left). The boss varies from
8.1-8.7mm @ in different
- examples & the bore from 3.1-
3.2mm; all are 62mm long and double-
tapped with a standard Bolt as set screw.

CONSTRUCTOR [1]: S2

The Bush Wheel, is 32.0mm J &
1.5mm thick; it has 2 staggered
rings of 6 holes each, as illustrated,
on pcd of 16%2 & 25mm. The boss is
the same as the Pulley’s, without the
extensions for the tapped holes
shown in the Leaflet.

e The Crank Handle* #21 & Axles
#23-25 are variously 2.94-3.05 O,
with sheared ends. The Axles are a
millimetre or two over the nominal
lengths of 100, 40, & 20*mm, & the
Crank Handle is 133mm o/a with a
21mm [18mm] handle offset 10mm.
* The N&B are machined brass. The
" 5* & 6mm Bolts, #27,28, have neat
5.0mm @ cheeseheads and pointed
ends. Including these they are _
6 & 7mm u/h. The Nut* (no .
PN) is square, 5.6mm A/F, &
2mm thick. The flat Spanner
in the Set, right, is not the
single-ended type in the
Leaflet, and with 6.2mm
openings does not fit the Nut 4
above. So it may well not be a ¥
genuine part, though it does fit
the hex Nut mentioned in 24/701. It is 62mm long o/a, and
1.5mm thick.

¢ The cardboard parts #32-36 are printed on both sides in
the colours given in OSN 24. The oblongs of the Ori-
flammes*/Signaux* are about 30*25mm, & the trapezia
30mm long & 26mm deep. The Flag* is 44*36mm [44*35mm].
One Railway Signal* is 40mm [38*42mm] square & the circu-
lar one is 45mm [44mm] J. The Toile de Tente* is 100*
76mm [103* 76mm], with the red & white stripes about 5% &
4mm wide.

* The Wooden Bases #37 & 38 are 5mm thick and are
107*105%2mm & 107*148mm in plan. They have a centre hole
and well rounded corners, typically 10mm radius.

* #6 Braced Girder* is as seen before. #29 10mm Bolt, &
#30 Screwdriver were missing from the Set.

The MANUAL As already mentioned it is similar to the
1920s 0-2 in OSN 24. All the set models are identical & are on
the same pages. The front cover & Intro on p1 differ only in
minor details. p29 after the models has the special model
below (truncated here but symmetrical fore & aft), with what
look like an electric bulb at each end. The flooring is pre-
sumably the Toile de Tente sheets. p30 has small drawings of
3 more ‘super models, a Big Wheel, Windmill, & the rather
nice Roundabout above centre. All are about the same size,
and all are powered by an Electric Motor similar to the 110v
one at the top of 24/704. p31 has the Set Contents, & p32 has
yet another ‘super’ model, a 2-Bay Workshop which was also
in the slightly later 0-4 manual referred to in 24/702. C3 & 4
are blank, and no printer is mentioned anywhere. Probably
this Manual fits between the two in OSN 24.

OSN30/878
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