





1934 SETS known (with Snap Rivets & no N&B)

No.1025 This is the set that has been seen most frequently on
Ebay and an example to hand is shown in Figs.8-10. The box
measures 25'2*%22*1%cm and the main parts are as in the 1026
except that it has no Screwed Rods and only 2 (instead of 4) 234"
Strips. As can be seen the lid differs from the 1933 version only in the
models shown, the centre illustration of the Rivet, and the note about
it by the boy's head. The DAS, Flanged Plate, & A/Bs push into slits in
the card insert, the other parts are held by Snap Rivets. The 12 Rivets
used for this are enough to make any of the Manual models.

The Manual (Fig.10) is 280*178mm and its 48 models go from
Table on the first page to Parcel Truck on the last. Many of the 1025
models shown in MCS were carried over but not some of the more
interesting ones, the Toy Horse (see 12/319) for example, and the
Jumping Jack puppet. In some cases this was because of the smaller
number of Strips in the Set, in others, as explained below, it would
have been the difficulty in providing adequate bracing, or reliable
freedom of movement for pivoted parts. The virtues of the Snap Rivet
are explained on the front page, together with hints on using them. If |
they became too loose it was suggested that a knife be used to
spread the prongs. In the non-Wide Beam Gilbert MECCANO sets a
Rivet Extractor tool was included which could be used to do this. More
importantly it was used to remove the Rivets and in its absence they
were to be pushed out from the prong side using 'a screw driver, a
small piece of wood, or even the fingers' — with a tight Rivet the wood
worked quite well though some force was needed, a screwdriver
tended to slip between two prongs, and all I achieved with my fingers ;
was to make dents in them. It was also said that if two parts were to ' _
pivot the Rivet should only be pushed partially through the second ‘Figﬂ
part. J

In practice the Rivets hold the parts together quite well but a part |
held by a single Rivet can be easily knocked out of position. Most of
the parts in the models were adequately braced, sometimes by cord in
suitable models. Using a Rivet to hold parts required to pivot, and
especially to rotate, was less satisfactory — wheels usually either
wobbled or jammed.

Jacques Pitrat has an identical 1025 except that the Wheel Discs il st
are red; 4 other 1025's have been seen on Ebay, all identical save the Buil( with the New
Wheel Discs with one blue and 3 red, and in one of the latter the red MECCANO
parts look to be a much lighter shade. W certcoun 4 e e

There is no mention of a 1050 outfit in the Manual.

No0.1050 A line drawing of this set taken from an advertisement
was shown in 19/546, and was said to have been listed from 1934 to
1936. It was shown as the smallest of the then range of Gilbert
MECCANO ouitfits, but the absence of the 1025 may have been due to
Gilbert's habit over the years of not including very small sets in his
main lists. The parts were attached, in the same way as in the 1025,
to an insert which was larger but in the same style. The main new

parts in the Set, as in the N&B version, were 5%" Strips. .
Fig.10
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GILBERT MECCANO: S3 OSN 49/1488

Snippet. 'New' System: MECCANO (for Dolls)

Thanks to Urs Flammer for sending photos of the set
right, with the manual's back cover inset top right. He
spotted them on the German auction site Ricardo. The Set
No. on the lid is blurry but might be No.14! In one photo
the box was shown against a ruler and it was 4.5cm long.
Scaling the hole pitch from this gives between 1> &
134mm, appreciably different from the V12-scale often used
for dolls house accessories.

=¥  And if that pitch is about correct this outfit is not
| one of the %i2-scale Black Country Miniatures sets
mentioned in 21/619. The example described there differ-ed
| too in having red & green Plates. In my files I found the
] Fig.2 photo left of a miniature set (set against an inch
ruler) and it may be from the Black Country range, but I can't be sure.

DOLLS' HOUSE SETS: S1 OSN 49/1488
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