





EDISON A few items of interest have come along since the
short note in 16/444 about this little known Czech system with
a MARKLIN look to it. They are a manual, the booklet with it,
and 2 sets seen on Ebay. The latter seem rather unrelated to
the literature items, and to each other. None contain anything
to indicate when EDISON was made or who made it.

First a No.2 Set Manual. The cover, below, is similar to
the No.3 in MCS, with the LUNA trademark in the top right
corner. All the models on it look 'electrical' but all inside are
from the standard 'mechanical' outfits, with no reference to
Electrical Sets at all. The other MCS pages (lllustrated Parts &
Set Contents) are part of the 8 page booklet with the Manual,
& though mainly about the standard sets, one page is devoted
to ELEKTRO Outfits. The Manual & Booklet are both in Czech.
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The Manual has 20 pages, 214*148mm, plus covers. C2 & C3
are blank. There is no introduction. The models are of a
simple nature, but with a good selection of them. Each has a
line drawing & parts list; the model names are given in the
Booklet. The 40 Set 1 models go from 1. abeceda (Alphabet -
letter A) on p1, to 40. fezacka na fepa (Beet Cutter) on p7. Set
2 has 51 models from 50. protiletadlové (AA Gun) on p9 to
101a. norimber, nGzky (Lazy Tongs) on p20. (Notes. The
Manual contains various errors over the model sequence and
numbering. There is no model 56. The reason for the suffix 'a’
isn't clear. A No.102a, Freight Vehicle, is listed in the Booklet
but isn't in the Manual.) The English names are my best
attempts, the Beet Cutter is shown bottom left together with 3
of the better models, but partly chosen because they show the
parts clearly. The models don't seem to be copies from other
systems, certainly not MERKUR, VASEK, or MARKLIN,
though | haven't seen the No.0 or No.00 models for the latter.
It is noted however that 9 'sample’ models, presumably for
larger EDISON sets, are shown on pp8 & C4, each with a
Model No., and their illustrations are identical to those in a
= 1925 MARKLIN manual,

- - except that the 6.5cm

Pulleys have been alter-
ed (as described
™, later). Their model
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numbers are the
same too but &J
don't correspond
with any of those
in the Booklet for
models from the
larger sets. One
of the models is
shown right. All
the sample mod-
els were still in a
1939 MARKLIN
manual but with
different  model
numbers.

The Booklet 2k
has the same - Uiy ;
page size as the Manual. It has the lllustrated Parts on pp1-3;
the model names for Sets I-VIl on pp4-5 (the Set Nos. are
usually in Roman numerals); the Set Contents on pp6-7; and
the promotion for the ELEKTRO sets I-VI on p8.

The Parts There are 66 in total and all but 7 look like
MARKLIN, and have the same pre-WW2 PNs. Notes on the
new parts follow. e A Pulley Disc #28, and 2 Screwed Rods,
2% & 7cm long, #29-2. & #29-7. These provide wheels,
pulleys, & axles for the Set 1 & 2 models. e A corrugated
metal Roof #70, 64*6¢cm. It can be seen in the models below,
and in others it is attached through holes in the corners at one
end. e The illustration in the Booklet for the 9% & 6%cm
Pulleys, #66 & 67, looks like the MECCANO 12" part, but the
6%cm in the 'sample' models, and in a set described later, are
rather like MERKUR with 6 spokes. They are described as
'new pattern' in the Booklet. ® A Washer, #87a, probably fibre,
is included as well as the normal metal #87.

The Set Contents don't match those of MARKLIN outfits
at all well but in very general terms the No.7 is about the size
of a 1920s MARKLIN No.3. The major parts in it include 80
Strips, 3-25h; 14 DAS; 8 Curved Strips; 20 A/Gs, 7-25h; 12
Flanged Plates; 4 Windmill Sails; 4 Roof Plates; 44 Brackets;
5 Gears, 2 Pawls; 6 Gear Rings; 2,8,6,8,4 of 12,25,38,65,
95mm Pulleys; 4 Pulley Discs; 10 Collars; 12 Spring Clips; 110
Nuts for 80x 9mm & 15x 20mm Bolts. Equal numbers of the
two types of Washer are included in all the sets, with a
relatively generous 40 of each in the No.7. Among the parts
illustrated but not in the sets are a Coupling, a 50t Gear, a
Worm Housing, & a Slide Piece. One part, the 12" Pulley, is in
the larger sets but isn't listed in the lllustrated Parts (though as
noted above its illustration in used for #66 & 67.

Actual Sets The Ebay photos of one of the two sets seen
are shown at the top of the next column. The lid is quite
different to the one described in OSN 16, and all that can
really be seen on it are a Crane or Digger bottom left and a
Big Wheel on the right. The manual cover too is quite different
to the one above, and the words on it are in German. So, an
export set perhaps, or one intended for German speaking
Czechs (there were some 3 million German speakers in
prewar Czechoslovakia but nearly all moved to Germany after
the war). If there is a logo on
the cover it must be in the top
left corner which can't be
seen in any of the photos.
Some of the smaller parts
in the box, the Brackets

for instance, look to
be black, but all
the Strips were
probably green

yoriginally.  The
/6%2cm  6-spoke
Pulley can be

seen clearly. The
red and green
parts, presum-
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ably genuine, look very like pre-war MARKLIN in col-our, and
their Brackets were also black of course. The major parts that
can be seen in the Set don't match the contents of any of the
sets in the No.2 Booklet, even if it is assumed that some of the
Flanged Plates are missing. The nearest are Nos.5 & 6 but the
former has only 4x 1" & 2x 6%cm Pulleys, while the No.6 has
2x 9%cm in addition to 4x 6%cm Pulleys, and there doesn't
seem any obvious place for them in the box.

The second set has a lid like the one in OSN 16, and a
photo of most of it is shown in the next column (its left end
was unfortunately cut off). Nothing can be seen of the parts
but the manual cover is like the one in the Ebay outfit above
except that the coloured areas are blue instead of red and the
wording is in Czech. Again it can't be seen if there is a logo in

EDISON: S2

Snippet: MASTER MECHANIC
All that was said of this item was that
it has 20 pages. The words under
'INSTRUCTIONS' are 'An Institution of
Education / How Workers may Win /
MASTER MECHANIC, Fairport, N.Y." At
the top of the model page is: "JUVENILE
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING'; & below
the model: 'This is Gilbert's last
effort aeroplanes' - the rest is
illegible. But the parts in the Aeroplane
don't look like ERECTOR; AMERICAN
MODEL BUILDER possibly, but the model isn't in any of my AMB
manuals. The purpose of this 'manual’ isn't clear but perhaps it is

An lastitwtion of Fdfsation
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INSTRUCTIONS

MANTEE MECMANIC, Frmp, %, 7.

its top left corner.

A few Actual? Parts These may or may not be EDISON.
They were the only 'foreigners' in a MERKUR set, one with
brown Strips, so quite old, but post-WW2 as far as | know. In
total they consisted of a red 5*11h Flanged Plate; several
green 5 & 9h Strips; 2 chemically blackened 1*3*1h DAS; a
nickel 1" Pulley; a few N&B, and the
light green Pulley Disc right. This last
part, with its belled out centre, was
what suggested EDISON to me
because it matches the illustrations of
the part rather well. The Plate, Strips,
& DAS are close to MARKLIN but
differ in small details including the
overall dimensions - a few examples and some leading
dimensions follow.

The holes are 4.3mm @ at 12.7mm pitch. MARKLIN were
4.2mm prewar & 4.3mm postwar. The thread is 3.6mm @ x 32
tpi (or .8mm pitch). It could be undersize %" BSW and
MECCANO N&B fit the EDISON parts quite well; but a
MECCANO Bolt won't quite screw fully home into the boss,
whereas the EDISON Bolts are loose in it. The boss is
nickeled steel, 10mm &, 4.3mm bore, & double-tapped.
MARKLIN bosses have been 10mm @ at times but their bore
is usually between 4.0 & 4.1mm. The centre of the ring of
peening is tapered, against the MARKLIN recess. The slots in
the top & flanges of the Flanged Plate are 9mm long (772 for
MARKLIN). The DAS has no slotted holes. The Pulley is
25mm @, with a 5mm wide vee. The Pulley Disc is 38mm J.
The N&B are brass: the Bolt has a 5.1mm & CH and is 7mm
u/h; the Nut is hexagonal, pressed, 8.1mm A/F, and 2%2mm
thick. The red paint is close to the prewar MARKLIN shade,
somewhere between the MECCANO reds of the late 1920s
and 1950s. The green is darker than prewar MARKLIN, very
near the late 1920s MECCANO colour.

The ELEKTRO Sets All | can glean from the Booklet is
that there were 6 sets, | to VI, and their number of parts,
number of models, & box size were: Set 1: 45,40,20%29*2; 2:
105,100,25* 32*2; 3: 142,150,25*32*3; 4: 180,190,27*38*3; 5:
206,230,27* 38*4; 6: 410,290,27*38*6cm.
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akin to the Tin Can Toys book in 33/973 or Bauspiele on p1012. .
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