


Snippets.  The  GILBERT  WHEEL
TOY and ERECTOR SENIOR  These
systems  had  parts  to  make  full-size
wheeled toys for small boys. The first sets,
called  NEW  (or  sometimes  OUTDOOR)
WHEEL  TOY included many  wooden  parts,  but  in  the  later
ERECTOR SENIOR they were very largely  replaced by steel.
Some notes on the NEW WHEEL TOY were given in  8/198
(under its French name), and on ERECTOR SENIOR IN 9/219.
Since then the parts from a WHEEL TOY set have come to
hand as well as numerous Ebay photos of WHEEL TOY outfits,
and a few of the SENIOR sets. What follows summarises the
earlier notes and adds to them. 

HISTORY  3  WHEEL  TOY sets  were  introduced  in
1919. The 'models' (Carts, Scooters, etc) had 5½" steel
Wheels & frameworks of wooden Beams. The smallest set
was #9004, the next, #9006, added the parts needed to
make the 'star' Irish Mail model (Figs.2-4) and probably
the  Plates  which  formed  the  sides  of  load  platforms.
(Gilbert's name for the Irish Mail was Geared Speedster,
and the name used in  OSN 8 was Geared Hand Lever
Cart). Extra in the largest #9007 set were parts to add up
to 4 runners to some models to make them into Sledges. All
the sets had wooden boxes with only the Wheel Toy logo on
the lid (Fig.1). They were usually called NEW WHEEL TOY, as
on the inside of the lid (Fig.5), and on the manual (Figs.7 & 8),
but OUTDOOR WHEEL TOY in  Greenberg, in a 1920 advert-
isement, and in most of the 1920-21 UK trade ads.

The  WHEEL  TOY  sets  were  replaced  by  two  ERECTOR
SENIOR outfits, Nos. 15 & 20, in 1922, and they were broadly
equivalent to the two smaller WHEEL TOY sets. The wooden
Beams  &  Base/Seat  were  replaced  by  steel  parts  and  the
Sledges  were  dropped  from the  manual  in  favour  of  some
'machinery models' (a Crane was shown in OSN 9). The sets
were packed in corrugated cardboard boxes and it is said that
they included the largest model ready-made. The No.20 box
was 32¼*12¼*91⁄8", but I don't think it would that have been
large enough to house a fully assembled Irish Mail (Figs.11 &
12). (Built-up models were probably  needed because of  the
difficulty of building some of the models – an extreme example
was that in the WHEEL TOY the #21 Stub Axle had to be
hammered into the Large Gear Wheel and its end peened
over.) The sets' lids (Fig.6) did not carry the Wheel Toy
logo though it was on the Seat (as it had been on the wooden
part). OUTDOOR WHEEL TOY was used on the manual
cover (Fig.9). SENIOR sets were not listed after 1923.

The French version of the WHEEL TOY manual was
called NOUVEAU JOUET à ROUES  (New Wheel  Toy)
but sets in the La Samaritaine catalogue were listed as
JOUET DÉMONTABLE GILBERT (Gilbert Constructional
Toy). An Ebay WHEEL TOY Set from Belgium has the
Fig.1 logo on the lid with the Fig.5 label (in English)
inside it,  & 2 manuals, one in French as in
OSN 8, & one, the same size
and  with  a

similar  cover,  but  in  Dutch  and  called
NIEUW RADER  SPEELGOED (New Wheel
Toy).

The NEW WHEEL TOY  

   The illustrated parts were shown in OSN
8 and are listed in Fig.10. The wooden parts are #5 Base/Seat,
7¼*13*7⁄8", & the 15⁄16" square Beams, #1-4, used for frame-
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works. #1 is 8" long, #2-4 are 16", all with holes at 2" pitch.
They are joined using steel Strips & Brackets, mostly 1⁄8" thick
&  7⁄8"  wide,  Axles  are ½" Ø (9⁄16"for  the Large Gear).  The
Wheels are 5½" Ø and do not have the tyres mooted in OSN
8.  They  run  on  the Axles  between Split  Pins  and one  rear
Wheel is driven by a #45 Driving Dog, held to the Axle by a
Grub Screw,  which  engages a  face  hole in  the Wheel.  The
Gears have 13 & 39 teeth and are 6 DP. The Pinion is held by a
Pin (#48) through the Axle (see Fig.4).  The
Plates are about  1⁄32" thick and are joined by
the 1" wide ERECTOR A/Bs of the time. The
Sledge runner  assembly (see OSN 8)  simply
replaces  a Wheel on an Axle and is  free to
pivot on it. Apart from their length the 8-32
N&B are again ERECTOR parts. There is also a
#19 14-20 RH Bolt, 7⁄16" Ø, with a #13 square
Nut 7⁄16" A/F.

The Beams in all the sets are painted black.
In my parts and in most of the Ebay sets the Seat &
Plates are red; the Wheels & Gears are black, and so are
most of the Brackets, with a few red. But in several of
the Ebay sets the Wheels are red and the Plates black.

2 types of manuals are known. In 7 of the 11 sets
seen it is the English version (Fig.8) of the French edition
described  in  OSN  8,  with  16  pages,  132*177mm,  plus
covers. Apart from the language both are the same except
for the ad pages C3 & 4, with the French C3 completely
blank.

In  the other  4 Ebay  sets  there  is  a larger  landscape
format version (Fig.7). It was said to be Copyright 1919
and to have have 8 pages 10½*7½". The illustrations on
the 3 inside pages shown are the same as in the smaller

version. The panel on the cover looks to be the same design as
the label inside the lid. This could be the first manual – one set
with it was said to have been shipped in Dec. 1919.

ERECTOR SENIOR

No details of the full range of parts that were in the sets is
available but some of them can be seen in  Figs.11-13.  Has
anyone  the  Manual?  A  major  change  was  to  replace  the
wooden Base/Seat by a sheet steel part flanged on all sides, &
the Beams by steel Strips, about 5⁄8" wide, with 3, 7, 13, & 27
holes at 1" pitch. In the Irish Mail (Fig.11) the main Beams are
replaced by pairs of Strips with A/Bs used to form them into
angle girders. The only wooden part was a dowel-like Handle
Bar (see Fig.11). The 7h Strips in Fig.13 look wider than the
longer ones (truncated in the photo) but I've not spotted them
in the model. The Gears look as before but their bearings have
been improved to provide a proper bearing for the Rear Axle
(Fig.12) and to give a fixed distance between the Gears (the
previous #15 Bearing for the Large Gear had a slotted tail to
allow the mesh to be adjusted (Fig.3)). Another new part is the
8" Rear Wheel (there were 4 of the smaller Wheels in Set 15
but only 2 of each size in Set 20), and as can be seen it has 5
face holes, unlike the Wheel in the ad model in OSN 9. The
previous method of using a Dog to lock the Wheel to the Axle
was replaced by the method in Fig.12, though what it is exact-
ly isn't clear. No Plates can be seen in any of the Ebay sets and
none are shown in the models in the adverts – however the
ads  do  talk  of  'High'  &  'Low'  Trucks.  There  were  some
additional standard ERECTOR parts in the sets – the Spoked
Wheels in Fig.13 are used in some of the Cranes – but I'm not
sure what the black 'Disc' with 6 face holes to their right is.

The Wheels are red and the Strips black in all of the 3 sets
seen but the Seat is black in 2 and red in the other.

Nothing is known of the contents of the Manual except that
an ad says that for Set 15 it has illustrations of 'windmill, lawn
seat, ladder, trolley repairer, stationary crane, wheel derrick,
movable hoist and movable crane', as well as a whole range of
wheel  toys  including  the  'four-wheel  Coaster',  the  built-up
model.  As  well  as  the  Irish  Mail  Set  20  offers  'many more
wheel toy & machinery models, but no
details  are given  except  that  it  is
suggested  that  all the Set 15 models can be
made  by  replacing  2 of  the  5"  Wheels  by  the  larger
ones  as  necessary. That  would  look  odd  on  the
Mobile Crane that was shown in OSN 9. The lid in Fig.6
shows a Set 15 Crane and  an  Irish  Mail  with  2  boys
riding on it.

  The  SENIOR  sets  offered a
much wider range of models &
the design of the parts & wheel

toys  had  been  greatly  im-
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proved.  But  few  sets
seem  to  have  survived
and  the  packaging,  said
to be rather flimsy,  may
have been a factor.
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