


Snippet: GECO  The name was mentioned in 17/477 and it
was also said that it was later called CONRAD. Baukästen just
gives the maker,  Geco-Bauspiele-Fabrik  G.  Conrad GmbH of
Berlin, a date of 1923, and that there were at least 4 sets. This
piece is based on two items seen on Ebay, both incomplete;
one  a  No.4  set,  and  the  other  a  No.3  &  a  No.4  with  the
contents  mixed  together.  GECO  structures  are  made  from
wooden Beams which appear to push into a variety of metal
Connectors, a method comparable perhaps to KLIPIT, another
system being sold in the early 1920s, though their Clips look
less robust than the GECO Connectors.

First the No.4, said to be from 1922. There is a picture of a
No.4 set on the front of the leaflet in the box below and it has

a card of parts which is missing from the Ebay set. It can be
seen to contain Wheels and the Ebay ad also mentioned Gears.
The 4-Way Connectors top left in the box look to have a centre
bush. The Set's lid is identical to that of the other No.4, shown

top right,  except  for  the centre  panel,
left (in B&W for clarity). The logo is also
on the Leaflet but what it represents is
not  clear.  Some  words  in  Danish  had
been written along the top of the lid but

it wasn't said if the Set came from Denmark.
Now, the No.3/4 lot. The No.3 lid is in the same style as the

#4 but has 12 rather simpler models around the central panel.
The slogan below the name in the panel means 'The Finest
Present for Intelligent Children'. The #3 box right has the 2
sizes of Spoked (Pulley?) Wheel, and the small bossed Pulley,
all of which were shown in the Leaflet in the No.4 above.

The second No.4 box has the same partitions as the first

and the parts in it  are mainly the Connectors from the two
Sets. They look  black in  the photos.  The other  main parts,
which may or may not be original, are a small Hammer, and a
black Plate with a hole in each corner. Its width is about the
diameter of the large Spoked Wheel and it's twice as long. It
has a slight curvature across its width and could be used as a
cab roof, but it can't be seen in any of the models.

The top of a model sheet can be seen under the leaflet in
the first No.4 and there were 10 of these in the No.3/4 lot: 2
had No.1 models, and 1, 3, & 4 had models for Sets 2, 3, & 4
respectively. One sheet had the Geco logo on it. Each of the 10
Sheets  shows  from  6  large  to  18  small  models,  with  one

drawing  for
each, similar in
style  to  the
models  on  the
lids.  None  are
named or have
any instructions
with  them.
Most  of  the
larger  models
are on the No.4
lid.  No  Gears
can be seen in
any  of  the
models.
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Snippet.  Another  GECO  OUTFIT  Something  on  an
outfit  from  this  German  system,  which  relied  on  wooden
Beams  held  with  metal  Connectors,  was  given  in  37/1114.
Since then a set, probably smaller, was offered on Ebay and a
few more details can be seen in it. Also it was said that the
Beams are 1cm square and up to 32cm long.

The set is in a plain cardboard box, 40*12*6.5cm, with no
label. As shown it had a layer of parts in the bottom with 2 full
width trays, about 33cm long, above. One is a little more than
1cm deep with no partitioning; the second nearer 2cm deep
and partitioned into  8 bays in 2  rows of  4.  There were no
Wheels in the set but there would have been room for a card
of parts above the trays.

Below a few of the parts including: ● Various Connectors
including: a 4-Way; a 4-Way with a tapped boss; a 3-Way; and
two 2-Ways, one Reversed & one Angled. ● The end of 2 Axles
which look to be at least 4mm, and possibly as much as 5mm
in diameter.  ● Wires with their ends either bushed or formed
into a 'U'. From all the photos it can be seen that there are 3
lengths, one about 24cm long as in the foreground of Fig.1,
the others one-half & one-third as long. The longest is bushed

at both ends, the others at only one.
Other parts that can be seen in the various photos are a

Collar similar to the boss, and at least 5 lengths of the Beam
from about 2 to 32cm long, plus one of about 6cm with its
ends cut at 45°.

The Ebay  photos  included 5  Model  Sheets,  Nr.1  to  Nr.5,
with models varying from simple on the Nr.1 to those for Set 2
on the Nr.5 below. These Sheets are in the same style as those
mentioned in OSN 37 but whereas 2 of the present Sheets and
all the 5 that could be seen in the OSN 37 photos are headed
as being for the 'Geco-Bauspiel', the present Nr.3, 4, & 5 are
for  'Conrad's  neuem  Bauspiel'.  (Of  the  present  Sheets  the
models on the Nr.1, 2 & 4 can be seen on 3 of the OSN 37
Sheets and arranged in the same way.)

The present Ebay item was said to be 'Conrad's Geco' but
the only indication that can be seen to justify this is on the
Model Sheets and I wonder if the Set was in fact a CONRAD
(mooted in OSN 37 as coming after GECO) and not a GECO.

A DUX Auto Outfit  Jacques Pitrat  sent copies of  some
pages  from  a  DUX  Aero  manual  copyright  1933,  and  one
contained a  list  of  sets  including 3  under  the heading  'Der
Auto-DUX-Automobilbaukasten'.  The  first  is  'Auto-DUX  SSK.
(Mod. 386)', and alongside is the photo below. The words on

the Tyres are 'AUTO-DUX Ballon 18̋"X45"'. Apparently SSK stands
for Super Sport Kurz (Kurz = Short (wheelbase)). The set is
said to have parts to build a 40cm long, 14cm wide, Sports or
Racing Car.

The  second  set  is  a  Spring  Motor  (Mod.  440)  which  is
wound up from the front of the model and propels it for 50m.
The third, called Fernlenkung, is an add-on set to give remote
control  of  the steering from behind the model  (probably  by
pulling on cords).

Google found the photos right: the first a model, missing
some of its trim, sitting in the bottom of the set box, and the
second an outfit. Another blurry photo of a lid shows the whole
label and the Car is running on a race track. The purple box in
the top right corner of the box could be the Remote Control
outfit. Few, if any N&B can be seen in the model so how were
the parts held together?
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