










A CONSTRUÇÕES MECANICAS Manual  Edmundo
Veiga also kindly sent a photocopy of the ‘No.1 e 2’ manual,
which was with the Brazilian set shown in 27/806. Apart from
the cover below, its pages are a more or less straight copy
from a 1930s  MÄRKLIN edition.  I  haven’t  of  course seen
such  a  manual  in  Portuguese  but  compared  with  a  1939
German manual the models, Model Nos., Set Contents, and
the Illustrated Parts are virtually the same, except that the
name at the top of each page has been changed. The whole
MÄRKLIN range is given in the Set Contents & Illustrated
Parts even though only Sets 00-2 were produced.

3  pages  are  probably  new,  the  Intro,  a  page  giving
details of CON MEC Sets 00-2 (with exaggerated claims for
the models for each set – 750 for the No.2 against (a gener-

ous) 290 for Sets 00-2 actually in the manual), and a page
listing  linking  sets  00A-5A but  with  no  maker  specified.
Perhaps Irmãos Piacentini were looking towards expanding
their range.

Small  differences  compared  with  the  1939  MÄRKLIN
manual  are as follows.  Models -  there are 3 less for  Set
No.1, including, curiously enough, the Gantry Crane on the
front cover. The name ‘MÄRKLIN’ on one model has been
blotted out.  Illustrated Parts –  a picture  of  a CON MEC
manual  replaces  the  MÄRKLIN  one  and  2  manuals  are
listed, #70 for Sets 00-0 & #70a for Sets 1-2. The present
‘No.1 e 2’ manual has No.71A on the cover and, despite the
‘1  e 2’  includes  00-2 models.  The ‘Transport’ parts  (see
5/99 or p7e of MÄRKLIN (A) in MCS), dropped from German
manuals  in  the  late  1930s,  are  included.  Basic
Constructions – all the pages have been included except
those for Groups B, F, & G (rigid structures & gearing).
SUMMARY OF MANUAL  •Name: CONSTRUÇÕES MECANICAS
No.1 e 2. •Details of maker: Irmãos Piacentini, Rua Indaiá, 163 (Vila
Prudente)  São Paulo,  Brasil.  •Dates  &/or  Ref  Nos:  none.  •Page
size:  250*172mm  deep.  •No.  of  pages:  96+covers.  •Language:
Portuguese.  •Printing: shaded drawings of models.  •Page Nos. of
Illustrated  Parts  List  &  highest  PN:  4-9,211c.  •Page Nos.  of  Set
Contents & highest PN: 10-11,153a.  •Sets covered: 00,0,1,2.  •No.
of models for each set: 36,94,107,53. •Name, Model No., Page No.
of first & last model of each set: 00: Carro simples,1,13; Guindaste,
36,17. 0: Vagão aberto para mercadorias,101,18; Vagonete eletrico,
194,32. 1:Vagonete,301,33; Trator com reboque,407,63. 2: Escada
sobre plataforma com rodas,501,64; Prensa de duas colunas com
transmissão  á  engrenagem,553,93.  •Other  notes:  details  from
photocopy. Basic Constructions A,C-E are on pp12,94-6. C2-4 are
blank.

A KITSPOCK Set  Finally  from  Edmundo,  photos  of  a
friend’s No.4 Set. This is one of the ‘New Kitspock’ series of
sets  mentioned  in  14/375,  and  included  there  is  a  B&W
picture of the same Set, taken from an advertising leaflet. It
shows a hinged rather  than the sliding  lid  below,  and the

latter  has  a  transparent  panel  in  it,  though  I’m  not  sure
whether or not it is original. The wording is in Portuguese,
English,  & Spanish – 335 Parts / Steel Construction Set /
With  Motor  /  Batteries  Not  Included  /  ?  88  ?  (models  I
expect) / Made in Brazil.

The parts that can be seen in the open box (above, right)
are listed below, with notes that add to those in OSN 14.
• A flat Spanner,with no centre hole.
• A 5*11h Flanged Plate with all its sides flanged.
• The 3*5h Triangular Plates, blue & yellow – probably blue

on one side & yellow on the reverse.
• A Semi-circular  Plate  (in  the  Flanged  Plate)  with  the  4
extra peripheral holes.
• A yellow 2½" Gear Wheel.
• A pair of silvery 14t Multi-Purpose Gears.

• 2 Pinions (above the Spanner).
• A black push-on Road Wheel.
• The red M0-type Motor (its red Battery Box can be seen in
one of the models on the lid, and in the panel to its right,
with the Motor as well).
• Some bright  small  parts including a flat-topped Trunnion
(close  to  the  left  side  of  the  Motor),  Brackets,  DAS,  a
Curved Strip,  & a Formed Strip.  No doubt all  these bright
parts are BZP.
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Snippet.  'New'  System: FIFA  The
Ebay set was a Nr.1  and was said to  be
East German. Fig.1 shows most of the open
box, Fig.2 the manual cover, and Fig.3 the
inside  of  the  lid,  with  details  of  the  17
different  parts  in  the  set  and  their
quantities.  The  parts  can  just  about  be
recognised  from  the  drawings  and  most
can be seen in the box, but the quantities
are indecipherable.

The parts look to be made of aluminium,
and to have a hole pitch of nearer 10mm
than  ½",  though  no  dimensions  were
given. From top to bottom in the lid they
are:  3,5,9,13,17h  Strips;  A/B  &  D/B;  2
DAS;  3  Screwed  Rods;  2  Discs;  a  Span-
driver; a roundheaded Bolt; and a hexag-
onal Nut. The DAS are made from the 9 &
13h Strips with the lug bend point across
the second hole in from the end, leaving 5
& 9 clear holes in the bases. In the box
two of the longer ones are joined by their
lugs in the top compartment to the left of the 13h Strip. The D/B is probably
made from the 5h Strip in a similar way to the DAS.

Were there other parts and sets? No Plates or larger circular parts can be
seen in the models on the manual cover, but there is a blue electric motor in
the ?Lathe on the table in front of the man.

Snippets. KITSPOCK
Two sets which may be

of interest have been
seen  on  Ebay  since
the  last  mention  of  this
1980s  Brazilian  system  in
29/876.

The first is the small set
in  Figs.1  &  2.  From  its
packaging – the lid & the
foam  block  housing  the

parts  –  it  looks  earlier  than  any  of  the  sets  previously
mentioned. Also the bright parts are possibly nickelled rather
than BZP. The models on the lid are among those for Set 1 in
the manual described in 26/762 and from the inventory in that
manual (see MCS Sheet X2.4) most of the main parts in the
No.1 can be seen in the Fig.2. The large black parts in the top
& bottom recesses are push-on plastic Road Wheels. The main
parts  missing  are  3*5  &  3*11h  Flexible  Plates,  and  a
Screwdriver, but these can be seen outside the box in another

view – the Screwdriver with a red handle and the Plates fully
perforated. With these parts were some red Flexible Plates, 3h
wide & up to 25h long, with all their holes elongated – they are
not  known  KITSPOCK  parts  and  could  be  BRAL.  Other
foreigners are the 2 grey Pulleys with Rubber Rings in the Set's
top recess.

'35' can be seen on the bottom side of the box and might
be the number of manual models; but if so it is one more than
the 34 in the OSN manual (the 12 'BRAL' models in
26/762 was wrong,
it should have been
16).

The  lid  of  the
second  set  (Figs.3
& 4)  is  completely
'new'.  And  as  all
the 5 sets covered
in  OSN  26  have
only  four  Road
Wheels, it isn't one
of  those.  Per-
haps  the  model
Armoured Car on
the  lid  denotes
an  Army  theme
set, but if so the
colour  of  the
parts  is  surpris-
ing. In Fig.4 the
inset  top  right
(on the lid) looks
to  be  a  booklet
of some sort.
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