








Snippet. The German MEKANIK-Zusatzkasten Z
There was speculation in 17/476 as to whether this add-on

Gears outfit, Z, from the mid-1950s, with its unique square-
bore sliding Pinion, was ever actually produced. The answer is
yes: since the advent of Ebay 4 examples have been spotted,
all largely complete.

The MEKANIK manuals to hand show the parts in the
standard sets, and separately, the additional gear parts which,
as will be seen, made up most of the Z outfit. But before going
on to the details it is worth noting the Gears which were
included in the standard sets, and they are shown below. Parts
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Z3, 74, & 25 are Mod 1; all the others are Mod.
2 and the Sprocket R6 can be used with them,
including meshing with the 48 slots in the flange,
or the 40 in outer ring of the face of the Flanged
Plate R5. Gears Z1 & Z2 are plastic with a boss
moulded in, and one face is bevelled so that they
can run together at right angles. The plastic is
usually green but in some of the earlier sets
(when the system was called MECANIC) they are
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yellow, or a light grey/fawn. All the other parts except the
brass Pinion Z4, are steel, and all are nickelled apart from R5
(painted) & Z6 (plain steel). Bosses are nickelled steel, 10mm
@ (9mm for the Pinion) and double-tapped M4 (the same
thread as the N&B). Z1, Z3, Z4, & R6 are 58.3, 41.8, 13.9, &
40.0mm @ respectively.

Fig.2 is the Set's lid, typical of MEKANIK; Fig.3 the Z Set as
shown in a leaflet, and Fig.4 an actual example (with one
incorrect part in it, see later).

Before discussing the 'gear' parts, notice the 'K' parts in
Fig.5. In the Ebay set they are the red plastic parts, 5 Dredger
Bucket & 3 Rollers, plus the folded length of dark grey
Conveyor Belting. As far as I know these parts were never
referred to in the manuals but were included in an illustrated
spare parts price list to hand. Each end of the Rollers has a
spigot and it is longer at one end of one Roller to carry a
driving part. In one of the Sets the Rollers are bright metal.
The colour of the Belting varies, with dark blue in one set and
dark green in another.

The 'gear' parts are shown in Fig.6, with one of each in the
Set except possibly more of each Corner Plate, though the
photos seem to show only one. Taking into account the
standard Gear Z3 there are 3 of each size of Gear Wheel, one
with the normal boss, one with no boss but an integral 12t
pinion, and one with both pinion & boss. Other parts are for
use with the innovative square-bore, sliding 12t Pinion Z18: 2
lengths of Shaft for it to slide on, and a Bracket X13 to move it
along the Shaft. The new Sprockets are R8 & R9 and
complement the standard R6. Finally a small transparent
packet containing some N&B, and perhaps other small parts.
The 'error' in Fig.6 is that another 12t
Pinion has replaced one
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of the 24t Gears — unless of course the Set's inventory was
changed at some stage (there are all three of the 24t's in the
other Ebay sets).

The only literature with the Ebay sets was a single sheet
with one of them. The one side that was shown is identical to
a sheet to hand and has the photo of the open set (Fig.3) and
lid (as Fig.2 but without the yellow 'Z' circle), together with
2 models to show the use of the Fig.5 parts. One, o
right, is a simple hand driven Conveyor Belt using {
the 3 Rollers in the Set. There is no indication of
how the Belting is to be joined. The second model
(Fig.10) uses 10 of the Buckets and is driven by the
MEKANIK 5-speed, 6 volt
Geared Motor. Neither model
uses any of the Z parts.
Both, and the other models
on this page, are two-thirds
their original size.

On the back of the
Sheet are the models in
Figs.8 & 9, without
title or explanation.
Presumably they
are meant to
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‘- they hardly seem to exploit
their full possibilities, using
the Combination Gears in a
useful Gearbox for example. One
feature shown are right-angle drives with the smallest
Sprocket, R8, meshing with the 12h ring of holes in the 40 &
66t Gears, and in the 14 slotted holes in the 30t Sprocket.
Incidentally, no less than 5 each of the 8t Sprockets & 40t
Gears are used in the Fig.10 model, which meant buying 4
extra of the Sprockets, and, unless one had the largest
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Snippet. STABILUS The model from the only set
then available in this small German system (which uses
Eitech/Polylong type parts) was shown in 32/941. Since
then the range has increased to 8 sets and they can be
seen on the same site as before: www.Blechspielzeug
laden.de. They are priced at between €1.50 (for a Tool
Set containing a red-handled Screwdriver and a Spanner
with @ moulded plastic nut carrier around the ring end)
and €15 (for the 143 part Xmas Tree in OSN 32), but
most sets cost €5 and have 28-57 parts. One of them
makes the Rocking Horse right but each of the others is a
fair example of an aero or vehicle 'simpicity' model.

The Xmas Tree set is packed in a cardboard box; the

STABILUS: S1

standard outfit (Nr.24), 2 extra

40t Gears. Given this it seems unlikely that the Sheet was
intended as a model leaflet, and so it may have been a flyer. In
that case some models needing only the parts in the Z plus
those in a medium size standard set would have been well
worthwhile.

OSN 43/1296

Rocking Horse in a 'PE Beutel' (polyethylene
bag?); the others in a tin, 9.5* 6*2cm, as in
the Ebay photo below. Unfortunately the
top of the lid isn't shown anywhere.
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is from TRIX Band/Book 2 and needs a B1 set as well as 6 of
the Al's.

I expect many readers will be familiar with prewar TRIX
models and when I looked at them again after some years I
noted anew how much could be achieved with relatively few
different parts (plus a little cardboard), only 15 parts in the
case of METEOOR. The models in Figs.4-7 have been chosen
as good examples to illustrate the various points of interest

and except for the Roundabout, include the original parts list &
instructions, though rearranged.

It is said on the Hong website (see 48/1471) that because
of the spelling in it, the 'A' manual might date from the 1930s.
I would be surprised though if Trix would have agreed or
tolerated the use of their material in the 1930s, more likely
METEOOR appeared soon after WW2, before Trix was in a
position to object.

made above, and as good examples of models for the number
of sets needed. They are about two-thirds their original size,

METEOOR: S3 OSN 50/1520

same throughout with red rigid Plates, Trunnions,
& the plastic Flanged Pulley, the larger circular
parts & Flexible Plates blue, the plastic Gears
green, and all the other parts nickelled. Examples
can be seen in Fig.5. The colour of the plastic
Gears d|d vary in early MECANIC sets: a few were

: yeIIow an Ebay set has white
- ones, &I have an orange pair.

The German MECANIC/MEKANIK Nearly all the MEKANIK sets

seen have a dark red lid with the label shown for the 'Z' set in Fig.2 of
43/1295, but a few have an entirely different box, with the parts in a foam
insert instead of being strung. Before giving more details an outline of the
system's history to tidy up the oddments from OSN 17 and earlier.

The original name was MECANIC and it was made, starting i
Dorken & Mankel KG of Ennepetal-Voerde i.W. And 7{
except for the different name the sets had the 'normal’
OSN 43 label. It is said that there were Nos.1-3 with |
linking sets 1a & 2a: I've no evidence to hand of Sets
2a & 3 but have an Ebay photo of a Set 0. Manuals |
had the cover shown right, 30%*19%cm, and the
pages inside were loose, held with paper clips between
an inwardly folded spine. ‘

The MECANIC name continued into 1949 but at ¢ d
some point before it changed to MEKANIK the set numbenng was changed
to 20-23 with linking 'a' sets. A manual to hand shows that Sets 21 & 22
were developments of the previous Sets 1 & 2 but with some 'new' parts
and a few more of some already in the Set. One can't be sure that the
'new' parts were newly introduced because they could have already been
used in Set 3. But some probably were new, the 4 sizes of plastic Flexible
Plates for example. Likewise the No.23 had a number of other 'new' parts.
The manuals with these sets were A4 with normally stapled pages and
covers identical to the picture on the lid (as in Fig.3, a manual on top of Fi
the later box lid). 9

By 1950 the name had been changed. Ultimately the range of sets was
increased to 18-24 but whether all at once or in stages isn't clear. Sets
20-23 were unchanged except that Set Screws were included in the Set
Contents, though they had probably been in the sets all along but not
listed separately (they aren't listed as a separate part in any of the
Illustrated Parts to hand). Set 24 had 1230 parts against 980 for No.23
including 36 new parts. Set 18 had 104 parts against 254 in No.20 with
only 2 wheels: 27mm Pulleys with Tyres. It was the only set which didn't
include the pair of coarse pitch, green, plastic Gears.

Packaging remained the same except that though the linking sets

1948, by
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have the simpler lid in Fig.2, and in some photos it looks dark brown
rather than dark red. The manual covers also stayed the same
but the manual for Sets 18 & 19 was a single sheet folded to Fig 5‘
give 4 A4 sides, with no covers.

From 1959 MEKANIK was made by Adrian & Rode GmbH of
Velbert (between Essen & Wupertal, 20km west of Ennepetal)
and continued until at least 1963. Or possibly until 1967 when
the firm went out of business.

Now the new packaging. Fig.4 is the lid of Set 22, with Fig.3
above it to show its top (with its manual lying on it). Right, the
parts snug in their foam block. The Set has a single layer of parts
against two in the previous strung version. Set 21 in the same
style has been seen but whether the change extended to other
outfits isn't known. It seems likely but isn't certain that these
changes occurred with the change of ownership, or soon
afterwards. The manual with the No.22 was unchanged with the
same models and it still showed sets with the earlier packaging —
the model on the lid is from Set 23.

With one minor exception the colours of the parts stayed the
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