














(see 17/464). The photos of sets 1-3 are essentially the
same as those in MCS; the No.5 has 3 layers of parts, two of
which look as if they may be like those in the No.3. Also
listed are the previously unrecorded linking sets 1A & 2A,
and the Catalogue Nos. for all these sets are 1, 1A, 2, 2A, 3,
& 5.

The Catalogue No.4 is the METALCRAFT set (see
14/393), and No.6 is the PIONEER set (17/466). So these
two sets were definitely from the VOGUE stable, and they
were on general sale, and not, at least at that point, special
sets created for a particular customer. Also though very
similar to one another, they existed at the same time. From
the Cat. Nos., METALCRAFT may have come first. As might
be expected the wholesale prices of the two sets were very
similar, 96/- per dozen for METALCRAFT, & 100/- for
PIONEER. Thus they fell between the No.1 set at 64/6 & the
No.2 at 136/-. Nos. 3 & 5 were 185/- & 257/-.

The Supplementary Spare Parts Sets 1-5 mentioned in
OSN 17 are listed; their contents are given and are as in
MCS.

The maker is given on the Catalogue as Cascelloid,
Abbey Lane, Leicester, Division of The British Xylonite Company
Limited. Their offices & showrooms were at 9 Conduit Steet,
Mayfair, London, W1, and 7 Pall Mall, Manchester 2.

METALCRAFT [2]: S1; PIONEER: S1; VOGUE: S1 [28/814]

9. From Clive Weston, details of a PRIMUS Set B,
apparently unused, the first ever reported sighting (see
24/712). It is in a blue box, 9%*774*%4", with the label below.
The contents are: res o E——————

6,4,2 of 5,6,11h Strips; ||| . ]C ] RIM S

2 each of 6*6h Plates, ||
Architraves, 1%" Wire
Stays, & Wood Slips;
5x 1" Loose Pulleys; a
3%" Axle with Tapped
Ends (#167); 12 A/Bs;

17 N&B. No sign of a
Tool of any sort.

Most of the parts are held in slits in a red backing card,
but the A/Bs & N&B are within triangular partitions in two of
the box’s corners.

The model leaflet is the one described in OSN 24. Some
of the ‘B’ models in it would need parts not in the Set: a Fast
Pulley or Axle Stops to locate a Loose one; a Crank Handle;
and longer Bolts for the Loose Pulleys, if they were to run
freely.

With the Set was a leaflet listing the full range of
PRIMUS sets. The ‘C’ outfit is illustrated and its packaging is
in the same style as that of the ‘B’. The extra ‘C’ parts
appear to be in line with the details given in OSN 24 except
that the Set has 4 Fast 1" Pulleys & one Loose one. A
Screwdriver, a Crank Handle, & 2 Axles can also be seen.

The Leaflet is undated but from David Hobson’s
PRIMUS book (see 20/583) it seems likely to be from 1923
or 1924, and the ‘A’ set, price 1/6, may have been the
unidentified outfit from 1923 mentioned on p25.

PRIMUS ENGINEERING: S1

[28/814]

10. From Don Redmond. STABIL Flanged Pulleys have two
different styles of boss (both on the inside of course). One is
the usual stubby cylindrical type with very small peening; the
other is thin, with a rounded edge to the free end, and held
in position in the disc by a crimped-on wire ring.

STABIL: S1 [28/814]

11.On ERECTOR Bolts, Don Redmond mentioned 3 types:
1) Gilbert MECCANO, with what he calls a ‘button’ head, 5.8
to 6.1mm J, the edge almost rounded in at the margin (like
antique shoe buttons). 2) Duplex standard or large headed,
7.5 to 7.8mm @, 3mm deep. The large head, needed
because of the ¥4" holes in the Duplex parts, is prominently
round. 3) Medium headed, 6 to 6.9mm &, under 3mm deep,
with a rather wide slot, apparently forged rather than sawcut
as the sides of the slot may slope.

ERECTOR: S1 [28/814]
QUERIES [28/814]

Query 28 from 27/803. Some STRUCTO parts are now to
hand and the groove in the Axles is vee shaped, with the
apex angle rather greater than 90°. The depth is hard to
measure accurately and varies a little from part to part but is
probably between .5 & .7mm. The Crank Handle & Crank-
shaft are also grooved.

Query 29 What colour (or colours) is STABIL Cord?

MYSTERY PARTS [28/814]

No.51 from Don Redmond. A 19h A/G, with a 15mm
slotted arm, the other 12%2mm, & the hole pitch is 12.7mm.
The metal is only .55mm thick and it has a very marked
curve, perhaps 2mm radius, at the bend., It is painted, rather
badly, bright green.

No.52 More from Don. Parts similar to JUNIOR
MECHANIC (see 12/327) but both sides of the Wheels are
nicely enamelled red, and both sides of the Flanged Plates
are also painted. The ends of the Strips & A/Bs are rounded.

SMALL ADS [28/814]

For Sale. Large collections of TRIX & FISCHER TECHNIC.
Details from Ivor Ellard, 44 Well Lane, Galleywood,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 8QZ; phone 01245 269830; email
ellard@nildram.co.uk.

Wanted. Any metal nut & bolted together constructional
car or other vehicle kits, or any parts identified or not, ie
wheels, axles, chassis, steering gear, mudguards, wings,
clockwork motors, etc. Anything & everything in any
condition considered. Also boxes, instruction manuals
(copies if you don’t want to part with originals), or any
information at all.

Please call Gary on 01635 200460 before 8pm or email
me at gary2car@aol.com.

OSN Subscription Rates The price per Issue, including postage, at Printed Paper
Rate where available, is £3 for UK; £3.50 air to Europe, & surface anywhere; £4 air out-
side Europe. NB These prices are for existing subscribers & will increase after OSN 29.
Back Issues For the zones above : OSN 1: £1/£1.30/£1.50; OSN 2,3: £2.30/£2.70/
£2.90 each; OSN 4 onwards : £3.60/£4.10/£4.50 each.

Payments Please make cheques payable to P.A.Knowles. Remittances must be in
Pounds Sterling (GBP) or, as cash, in Euros or US Dollars (at £1=€1.50=$1.50).
Payments from overseas may also be made (in US Dollars) using PayPal.

Small Ads Short ads are free to subscribers. Insertion guaranteed in OSN 29 if
received by the end of July 2003.

OSN 28/814
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after OSN 27
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vou wish to receive the next Issue.




New System: MECHANTRIX Thank you to Richard
Symonds for sending an lllustrated Catalogue dated Nov. 2002

for this new Canadian copy of MECCANO - ‘Compatible with
other popular brands’ it says on the front cover, not with TRIX
though. MECHANTRIX is made by John Overeem, Box 542,
Picture Butte, Alberta, Canada, TOK-1V0; Phone/Fax: (403)
732-4974/5017; Email: mechtrix@telus.net. Richard has a set
and wrote that the parts are well made.

The PARTS Over 150 are listed (using MECCANO PNs) and
can be supplied unpainted or painted - the colours aren’t
stated but see SETS below. The range includes most of the
strip/girder parts & brassware, many of the plates, and some
gears. The complete list is given below with variations from the
MECCANO pattern noted (Br = brass).
1-6a;6(4h);7-9f;9g(2h); 10-11a;11b(1*2*1h); 12-12¢;12e(12b but 3 round
holes);13-18b;18¢(1%4");19h,s,b;20a,b(solid  Br);21;22;23a,b;24-4b;25-
26b;27,a,d;35;37a&b(brassed steel: Nut 6.3mm square; Bolt 6.0mm
CH);40(white on a flat card);43;46-48e;51-52a,b(7*3h),f(25*7h),g(13*
7h);55a;57;57¢;59;62-62b;63,b;64;70;72-74;79;80a;80c;82;90a;97;99-
100;103-103h;103j,k,1,r,t,u(13,15,2,49.37.31h);120c; 125-126a;1333a;
142;144;155;155b,c(1%%", 2" Flexible Rings);171;173a(Br);176;193,d(3*
11h);194-194d;195-197;195a(11*5h);200;215. Note: the Flexible Plates
194-197 are all listed painted/unpainted & are thus presumably metal.)
The whole catalogue can be seen on the web (type
mechantrix into Google).

The SETS The basic outfits are 00,0,1,2 with linking sets 0A-
1A. Boxes are red (except the 00A is green) with the label
above, and the parts are shown arranged on a yellow ground.
The general colour scheme is 1950s MECCANO with green
Strips etc, red Plates, bright small Brackets, & the larger
Pulleys black. However in some sets all the major parts are
shown red. The parts in the sets include some not in the list of
separate parts (#34, 36, 38, 111c,212), and the Flexible Plates

MECHANTRIX: S1

A METALCRAFT Set The details of UK METALCRAFT (like
VOGUE, see 25/714 & earlier) are slowly appearing, and the
latest find is a box, the first one seen, with some parts in it,
and 2 identical manuals, probably the remains of 2 sets. It's
David Hobson’s and he kindly lent it for this account.

The box is 9*16*1" and the lid, red edged, has its top
printed all over with the same colourful scene as on the
manual cover in OSN 25. The tray is yellow and the parts are
strung to a yellow card with thin, red cord. The small parts are
in 2 end-opening, yellow & red card boxes, about 1%2*2%2*V5",
which are glued to the card. Their tops are printed with
‘METALCRAFT/ cONSTRUCTIONAL SET/ ACCESSORIES'.

The parts are as would be expected from OSN 15, painted
dark green & the lightish red. No Axles remain but the Crank
Handle, Hook, & Span’driver are painted black. The Semi-
circular Plates have no extra holes in them. Nuts are square.

The manuals are identical to the one described in OSN 25.

METALCRAFT [2]: S2

are numbered 188-191. The wire Screwdriver below is shown
in the 00 & 0 outfits and one with a red

plastic handle in the 1 & 2. The contents of %
the sets are given and are somewhere B

between those of 1950s & 1960s MECCANO. A No.00 costs
$30 & a No.2, $100. No mention is made of manuals but 3
small models are shown that can be made from Set 0.

Various special sets are available. In the same packaging
as Sets 00-2 are
Packs V & W (6 in
each of #22, 24),
and X, Y, Z (4 each
of #19b, 20a, 21).
These cost around
$20 each. Also a
Pulley Wheel Set
($31) with 2 each &=
of 19b, 20a, & 21.
Then there are 3
Gear Packs A, B, &
C with 6 each of #27, 25, & 25a. They are around $40 each,
and are packed in boxes with the design above on the label
against a yellow or green ground.

Finally 4 sets with parts to make a particular model. These
are: a Model 21 Self Propelled Massey Harris Combine, over
2ft long, at $1650 including power supply; the John Deere
Tractor below ($375, power supply $75); a Cultivator 32%"
wide with ‘wing sections, depth control, floating hitch, tandem
wheels’ ($395); & a John Deere Swather, 22" wide, with ‘power
take off, transport feature & hitch jack’ ($410). They all look
nice models and include some special parts for added realism.

OSN 30/906

No official Set Contents is known but from the parts
needed for the manual models, and those in this Set & the
OSN 15 lot, the likely inventory is: 2,6,2,4 of 25,9,7,5h Strips; 4
A/B; 4 Semi-Circular Plates; 2x 5*5h Plates; 2x 3*3h Triangular
Plates; 4 Balloon Wheels; 2 Axles; a Crank Handle; a Hook; 2
Pulleys; 1 Flanged Plate; 1 Span’driver; perhaps 48 N&B (but
158 Bolts were in David’s set); 4 each of the 2 types of Spring
Clip; 2 DAS.

So compared with VOGUE, in terms of the number of parts
excluding N&B, the METALCRAFT set has about a third more
than the No.1, and about half of a No.2. The most significant
change is the Flanged Plate (not included in the VOGUE sets
until the No.3) instead of the 2x 11h A/Gs in the VOGUE No.1.

Also in David's set were the VOGUE leaflets in French &
Dutch that were mentioned in 17/466. They have the same
Abbey Lane address at the bottom (wrongly said to be Abbey
Road in OSN 17).

OSN 30/906



Snippet: TECHMASTER Since the photo of the No.2 set
with coloured parts in 33/997, another set, much more
complete, has been seen on Ebay. Its size isn't known but it is
probably a No.1 because its box is slightly smaller than the
No.2, and it has 4 Road wheels instead of the 6. The lid label is
identical for both sets and covers the whole of the No.1 lid.
The manual cover too is identical.

The left side of the open box right is a mirror image of the
right. The parts that can be seen are as follows (many are
illustrated in 13/346): e 2,4,8,16h Channel Girders (the 2h
are under the 4h A/Bs top right). e 2,4,8h A/Gs (the 2h are
under the 4h A/Bs top left). e 4h Strips. ¢ 5h Corner
Brackets (2 in each corner). e 4h Plates (1 in each corner).
e 4h A/Bs. e The green Spool with a Sling to its left (cord
with Rings at each end), and a Cable to the right (cord with
Ball Weight & Hook at one end). e 4 small brass Pulleys
below the 8h Channels with a larger Pulley between them,
and it may be sitting on the Ratchet. ¢ The Road Wheels,
with what looks like a yellow 4*8h Perforated Plate under
the righthand pair (a similar 'mystery' part was seen in the
No.2). e A Screwdriver and white packet.

Most of the parts look to be tied down individually but if so
their quantities would be insufficient to build the Tier Lift in 13/

OSN 35/1047

Snippet: Another METALCRAFT Set You may recall |
that British METALCRAFT is a single-set, VOGUE-like |
system, similar to PIONEER. One set was described in /
30/906 and it had a typical VOGUE lid with a few idealised
models in the foreground & a realistic scene as backdrop.
Now a set with an entirely different lid (right) has been
seen on Ebay. The models are from the manual though
some of the parts are red instead of green & vice-
versa. The box is 20" long, 4" more than the OSN 30
set, and the backing card for the parts is green, the
only one of that colour in any known 'Vogue' outfit.
Compared with the likely contents given in OSN 30
(which should have included 2x 1*3*1h) this set is
not complete, with no 25h Strips for example, but at
the same time there are too many of most parts, and
4x 11h A/Gs which shouldn't be in @ METALCRAFT Set at all.
They suggest an admixture of parts from one or more other
'Vogue' outfits. The parts themselves are as expected except
that all of the 6 Semi-Circular Plates have 2 extra holes, see

OSN 35/1047

A UMAKIT Manual Notes on some pages of a UMAKIT
manual were given in 30/907 and now, thanks to David
Hobson, I've been able to see all of it.

It has 8 art paper pages, 265*217mm, and from the look of
the staples there were probably no covers. The first 4 pages
are as described in OSN 30, and the models on the other
pages are as follows: 4.1 FIRE ENGINE on p5 to 4.5 LIGHT
CRANE on p6; 5.1 LIFTING BRIDGE on p6 to 5.5 GANTRY
CRANE on p8. Again there is one (excellent) halftone for each
model, and again all the models are very similar to MECCANO,
as in the example right (about half-size).

A number of the models are in the CONSTRUCTO manual
described in 25/740 but some of them are for a set one size
larger than in CONSTRUCTO.

Curiously of the 4 models on the lid of the UMAKIT set in
13/339, only the Tower Wagon is in the present manual
(No.4.2), but all four are in the CONSTRUCTO manual above.

OSN 35/1047

346, a model 'Made from Techmaster Sets 1, 2 & 3' (assuming
that means any one of the sets). The model is said to need 8x
4h Strips, 8x 4h A/B, 10x 5h Corner Brackets, & 6x 4h Plates.

TECHMASTER: S2

15/421. The cover & two model pages of the manual were
shown on Ebay and they match exactly the 25/740 manual.
The manual cover is the same as in the OSN 30 set, so it
seems most likely that the present set came after it.

METALCRAFT [2]: S3

In passing, the OSN 13 UMAKIT Set is probably a
No.1 as it has just enough parts to make the
No.1 models in the present manual, and
the No.2 models need types of part
not in the Set.

UMAKIT

5.3.

FIRE ENGINE

UMAKIT: S2



Another BILL DEEZY Set It was Mi—
the same size as the one in 52/1587 f
but more complete, at least with regard |
to the Wheels, and it showed some
manual pages. Said pages are unfort- }
unately of poor quality and in what
follows items in red were very qurry A
and the most likely to be incorrect.
The 'New' Set is shown right.
The little that remains of the labels |

on the box are similar to those
on the OSN 52 set. The bulk of
the Rods lie in the bottom of
the box with most of the Joints
on top at the lefthand end
but some are in the small
cardboard boxes. The latter
may of course not be original | &:

few pieces of ERECTOR, the
3" Girder beside the larger
box for instance. What is
original is the board at the right end which
carries the Wheel parts and has notches in its @
end pieces to carry 7 of the Rods. .

Fig.2 is an enlarged view of 2 of the ‘Flg.Z
Wheel Parts with a 34" Loose Pulley with 2 face [
holes, as in OSN 52, on top, and what looks like B S
a 12" Pulley with 4 face holes underneath. They can aIso be
seen in Fig.3, a view of the Board with it turned up and leaning
on the front of the box. The parts under the Pulleys are
discussed in the Parts paragraph below.

The Set Contents One of the Ebay photos showed the
contents of the 4 sets produced (Nos.50, 100, 200, 500) as
follows. e Flexible Joints: 30/75/180/540. e Coppered Steel
Construction Rods: 12" 15/0/0/0; 20" 0/25/60/180. e Bracing
Wire: 25/60/150/400ft. e Cable: 10/15/60,180ft. e Pulley
Wheels: 4/4/8/8. ® Cart Wheels: 0/2/4/16. ® Rubber Tires: 0/
2/4/0. e Wheel Rims: 0/0/0/16. e Wheel Bands: 0/0/0/16.
® Pair K?? Deezy Pliers: 1/1/1/1. e Catalog: 1/1/1/1.

It is clear from the above that the present & large OSN 52
sets are No0.500's and the small OSN 52 sets a No.50.

Also listed on the page are 15 Auxilliary Packages: A,B,C,D
Flexible Joints; AA,BB,CC,DD, each with Rods & Bracing Wire;
X, 12 Pulley Wheels; X1, Bracing Wire; X2, Pair of Pliers; X3, 6
Cart Wheels; X4, 3 each Wheel Rims & Bands; S, 3 Rubber
Tires for Wheel Rims; T, 4 Rubber Tires for Cart Wheels.

The Parts It's hard to reconcile the Wheel parts in the
Contents above with those in the sets. All one can say is that
those on the pegs in the present set are a 34" Pulley with what
looks like a 1%2" Pulley underneath it, and that the parts
underneath them at the bottom of the pegs in Fig.3 might be a
Wheel Band on the left peg (a Road Wheel? or part of one?)
and a Wheel Rim on the righthand one. Also that the 12"
Pulley looks like the Wheels on one of the models on the lid, as

OSN 54/1647

Snippet. METALCRAFT Right a better picture of the label |

in 35/1047. The latter was on a box larger than on other known
sets, but this box is the normal, smaller size. And instead of a
green backing card, the present one is yellow, the usual colour in
other sets (and also in VOGUE & PIONIER outfits). This set's
small parts box is missing.

The parts are entirely 'standard' with no additional holes in
any of them.

The manual is as before with the same industrial scene on its
cover, and no models at all, quite unlike the label.

OSN 54/1647

BILL DEEZY:

L

shown in Flg 7 model
in OSN 52.

Several of the
other parts haven't
been seen in any of
the known sets: the
Pliers; the Bracing
Wire (which would
presumably be used
for cross-bracing but
was it thin piano type
wire or flexible?); and =+ ~« »
the Cable (the name ..
might indicate a flex-
ible metal wire but it
might I suppose be simply cord).

The Manual is Copyright 1914 and the models that can be
seen are the Crane in OSN 52, the Ferris Wheel in Fig.4, and
the models in Fig.1: Double Swinging Chairs for Dolls (Fig.12 in
OSN 52), Doll's Cradle, Merry Go Round, Frame of Work
Basket, & Lunch Box.

The lefthand page in Fig.1 is a letter to 'Dear Comrade' from
the 'Office of the Grand Master of Constructions, Bill Deezy
Comrades', and signed 'Your Friend, Bill Deezy'. It asks for
details of models, and offers a free brochure.

TSI WALRNL
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