


CONSTRUCCIONES METALICAS 'R' It was
explained in 11/296 that CONSTRUCCIONES
METALICAS 'R' was a Spanish system, also sold
under the name MONTEX. Now Alan Partridge has
passed to me some material that he received from
a Spanish enthusiast, J. M. Establés Elduque,
some years ago - a colour copy of the 'R' manual
used for the MCS entry and some notes on the
origin of the system. Also David Hobson has lent
me his small selection of parts - Strips, a Collar, &
some N&B. Thank you to all concerned.

The manual has 20 pages (C1+C2+Lamina 1-
17+C4) about 16*23cm, and the front cover is
shown right. C2 is blank; pp1-3 has photos of the
parts in the Set, their PNs, & quantities (as 4,a,b in
MCS), pp 4-17 have 1 model per page, from No.1
Escalera (Step Ladder) to No.14 Noria vertical (Big |
Wheel, as in MCS); and C4 has only the PR,
GRAFICAS OSSO - SAN FELIU DE LL.

The models are identical to those on the
MONTEX Leaflet but each has a name, number
and Parts List. The Crane on C1 is Model 11.

COMNSTRUCCIOMES
METALICAS

necessary for the larger models in
which they would be most useful.
The downside of the flanges is
that unlike other Strips with
strengthened edges, such as
MME, ERECTOR, & STOKYS, it
would probably not be possible to
curve them without distorting the
flanges. o 2*,7,22h AlGs {8,5,14}.
The holes in the 7 & 22h are all
round. e Angle* & Flat* Brackets
{42,6}. 1" & 2" Pulleys, and a
Rubber Ring for the 2". {10,4,4}.

Below another Crane and a Lorry, both the original e BZP steel, M4 N&B. The Bolt
size. The other largish model is a Roundabout with a car has a 7.0mm @, 3.0mm thick CH, and is 6mm u/h; the Nut is
swinging under each end of a rotating beam. hexagonal, 7.0mm A/F, and also 3.0mm thick. {170,170}. e A

It seems that only one size of set was sold. A list of the 32 Collar, brass, 9.0mm o.d, 4.0mm bore, 7.0mm wide, & single-
parts follows, with the quantities, as given in the Manual, in tapped. The Set Screw is iridescent steel, 7%4mm u/h, with a
curly brackets, and notes on what is known of the parts. The 56mm @ mushhead, and seems to be %" BSW but is very
Manual photos of the parts asterisked are shown top right, tight to screw in. Its finish matches the Strips but given that the
N&B are BZP & M4, confirmation that the Collar & Set Screw
are genuine 'R' parts is needed. e A Tension Spring*, a Wire

. Hook*, & a 2.5m Hank of Cord {2,1,1}. e 2

g lengths of Axle which scale at 5 & 11cm {6 Short,
5 Long}. e 2 sizes of Crank Handle, shown with
| 90° bends {2 Short, 1 Long}. Their shanks scale at
| 7 & 15cm. o A Washer {20} that looks about the
| same size as the Nut. A Spanner similar to the
MECCANO hexagon pattern #34c, & a Screw-
driver with a fluted handle, probably plastic {1,1}.
Now the historical notes. The system was

the brainchild of a Mr Rovira and was produced

in the small factory he set up at the address
given in OSN 11. It all started when he was a boy

|
|
Modelo n.° 13 jE in Barcelona and a neighbour's son had a pre-

and, above, the end of an actual 10h Strip.
e 13*7h Flanged Plate {2}. e 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,
11h Strips {16,8,11,15,16,6,6,16,6}. These are
made of .80mm thick steel with an iridescent
finish. All are 13.9mm wide with flanged
edges, 2.6mm deep on the outside.
Holes are 4.2mm at 12.7mm pitch.
The flanges make these parts
immensely strong and two
back to back make a nice
I-section Girder. But
longer lengths of
the part would
really be

Flexible Plate MECCANO set which he wouldn't
let anyone else play with. By his teens Mr R had
decided that one day he would be another Frank
Hornby, even if on a smaller scale. And
eventually he invented and launched the 'R’ (for
Rovira) system. No dates are known for sure but
MCS says 'Obsolete 1972'. It seems that even
though it was compatible with MECCANO, and
the parts provided useful variations for Meccano-
boys, it never became well known, and it was
hard to make it profitable in the face of the
competition from MECCANO - widely advertised
and produced locally at the time. Even some of
today's Meccanomen who lived in Barcelona
then, never got to know of it until long after its
demise.

Grua muelle

Modelo n.° 10
Camidn

MONTEX [2]/'R': S1 OSN 34/1016
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