














Steam Roller, a Big Wheel, a Galleon, a Jeep, & a Paddle
Steamer. No Cranes are shown despite the large one on the
lid label, and there are no ‘mechanical’ models, such as
machine tools. None of the models are at all complicated
mechanically and in some the details are not shown. Most of
these though can be seen in extra views in the ‘photo’
manual described below. The No.7 Jeep, the only vehicle
with ‘proper’ steering, & 2 of the No.8 models are shown in
Fig.3, about % full-size. The special model Machine Shop
consists of some No.6 models - a steam engine and 6
machine tools — mounted on a baseboard, with the drive
through overhead line shafting. It's impressive looking but
again simple mechanically without for instance fast & loose
pulleys on the shafting to allow the drive to each machine to
be disconnected.

Another Manual Art paper pages from a manual,
possibly later, have halftone photos of the No.8 models, &
the No.230 special model. The pages are numbered 41-60
(with the first 5 also having VIII./1 to VIII./5 on them), and
instead of being loose the sheets are double width and
printed so they can be folded & bound in normal book
fashion. The binding has been neatly done with sellotape, &
black tape on the outside around the spine, but may not be
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Is It A Real ONADO No.4 Outfit? The set in question
came from the U.S.A. and David Hobson kindly let me
examine it. No one as far as | know has hitherto seen a
No.4, so why the doubt? First is has no label, and there is
no sign that it ever had one. Second, the parts are red &
green instead of the expected red & blue (see 15/405).
Third, the manual is the one described in 25/728 with only
models through No.3 in it, and mention of ‘oiled’ rather than
painted parts. (The enlarged version with No.4 models was
described in OSN 15.)

So what indicates that it is a No.4? Mainly that nearly all
the parts listed in the later manuals, many of them rather
unusual, are included, and only about half of them are in the
No.3. Also the parts on one of the backing cards in the Set
are, with minor exceptions, all of those in a No.3.

The SET The box is 29%*42*5cm, red outside, and white
inside. The parts are attached to 2 white cards with the
usual brass clips. One layer is identical to the No.3 shown in
25/728 except that the Tools are missing, the Strip parts are
green, all the parts are painted, and there are 2 N&B boxes
instead of one. The other layer is shown below and under it
are listed the parts on it, and the N&B, with the quantities in
curly brackets. Features not mentioned are as before.
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* 3, 23, & 27h Strips. {4,2,2}
e 15h AJ/G, about 13*13mm
corners,and all holes round. {2}

in section, with square
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original. The models are as before but with many additional
views, and alternative versions of the Tower, No.223, and
the Railway Coach. No.228. The MCS/FB pages 5 & 5a are
taken from these pages.

It is clear from some of the additional views that the
propellers of the multi-engined aircraft models are geared
together, and in at least one, the model on the manual
cover, they are driven from an Electric Motor. This can be
seen in Fig.1, and the Motor appears to have 6h wide
flanged sideplates. A large gearwheel can be seen between
them but I'm not sure what the seemingly similarly toothed
strip coming out of the terminal plate is. An electric motor
drive is also shown in an auxiliary view of the Big Wheel,
instead of the Crank Handle, but what little can be seen of it
looks different to the one in the Aircraft. There is no
indication if either Motor was a VASEK item.

An Earlier Manual? The original p5 in MCS/NZ has a
page from a manual with a completely different format to the
loose pages. As shown the page size is smaller, and the
pages may be bound. The Crane and Windmill on the page
are identical to ‘later’ No.6 models, but unlike those they
have names but no model numbers.

OSN 29/865

e 5*7 & 7*7h Plates. The corners are well rounded, unlike
those of the Flanged Plates. {1,1}

* Large & Small Triangular Plates. The rows of holes at %"
pitch are parallel to the hypotenuse in the Small type. The
Plates in 15/405 appear not to be ONADO because of the
different hole pattern in the larger version. {2,2}

* 5*7h Flexible Plate. {1}

* Double Bracket, about 14mm wide o/a. {4, a pair can be
seen in each top corner.}

* Pulleys: 58mm o (right) & 25%2mm @
Loose. The discs of the 58mm have
shallow circumferential corrugations, &
the vee has parallel sides, 6mm wide.
The o.d. of the boss is 9.8mm. {1,1}

* ‘Balloon’ Road Wheels, 51mm @. {2}
» Single Throw Hand Crank, 112mm long o/a. This part
doesn’t look much like the one in the OSN 15 Steam
Hammer model. The Parts List also has a Bent Crankshaft
which hasn’t been seen — it cost 8d against 6d for the Single
Throw Hand Crank. The Winding Handle cost 6d too. {1}

* N&B 732" BSW, with hex Nuts 7.9mm A/F, 2.3mm thick,
and RH Bolts, 6.7mm &, 10mm u/h. {66 Nuts, 71 Bolts} Set
Screws are all the long RH 4 BA, as in the No.3 in OSN 25.
* Finish Apart from the plain steel N&B all the parts are
painted, including Axles, bosses & Set Screws. Plates,
Wheels, & Set Screws are red; all the rest green. The red is
a little darker than the shades in the photos here. Both red &
green are glossier than the blue/red parts. The paint finish is
poor with many runs & thick patches, especially on the ‘new’
red parts.

CONCLUSIONS The most likely explanation is David's,
that this set was just a mock-up or sample of a proposed
new set. In that case the No.4 manual might well not have
been available, and perhaps a different lid label was being
considered. On the colours, it could be that the set was
produced before a definitive scheme was decided to follow
the unpainted sets, and red/blue was finally adopted. A
pointer to a red/blue No.4 is the blue A/G reported in 21/615.
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A 1915 UK ERECTOR No.0 Outfit This set, near
complete except that all the N&B are missing, was kindly
loaned by David Hobson. The New Haven packing slip in it is
dated OCT 15 1915. The Set is interesting for two reasons —
the contents, not shown in Greenberg for any No.0 of this
period, are on a label inside the lid, and the man on the lid
label is not the one used on American sets.

Opposite the label, 7V4*6"; an enlarged view of the man;
& the inventory. The equivalent man on the American label

can be seen on p51 of Greenberg and is younger, not =

smoking, and wears a dark grey suit. Both are quite stern
looking though the ‘Englishman’ does perhaps appear a little
more benign. Otherwise the labels are identical except that the
present one has ‘LONDON, ENG. under ‘MYSTO MFG. CO.’;
‘U.S.A’ has been added to the American ‘NEW HAVEN, CONN.’
address; and an additional line at the bottom reads: ‘Patented in
U.S.A,, July 8, 1913, by Mysto Mfg. Co., British Patents Pending’.

The ‘US man’ was changed in 1920 to have up-to-date
clothes and a half smile (Greenberg p62), and | think I
remember reading somewhere that the two ‘US Men’
resemble to some extent the then current US presidents. Does
anyone recognise the ‘Englishman’?

The Box is black,10%*6%*.8", and the parts were clipped
to a black card with the usual bifurcated ‘T’ clips (#P41). The
Perforated Strips are the P35 ‘braced’ pattern shown in 3/47
and not the P21 5h type in the Contents List, but otherwise the
parts are as expected with small cutouts in the 3" Girders and
all the parts either nickel or bright steel. An empty brown
envelope, 3%2&2%", with Mysto ERECTOR on the front, would
have contained the N&B.

The Model Sheet with the Set, 12*9", is printed in brown
on both sides, and bears only the New Haven address. The
top half of the front starts with ‘Hello Boys and Girls: Here's FUN’
and ‘You Can Build 69 Toys/ All for 50 cts’. Underneath are 8
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Another ONADO Puzzle A somewhat puzzling No.4 set
with red & green parts was described in 29/865, and now
David Hobson has kindly lent me another acquisition which, at
a glance, also looks like a No.4, and this time with the
expected semi-matt blue & red parts. Said parts appear to be
as new, still attached with the usual clips to the backing cards.
There was no manual with the Set.

Like the previous No.4 it has 2 layers of parts, one, with
very minor differences, has the No.3 parts on it (see 25/728),
and the other is just like the layer illustrated in OSN 29 (apart
from the colours that is). But the box is the same size as the
No.3’s in 25/728, and the lid (right) has a white disc stuck on
the apron with ‘No.3’ printed on it in red. Also although the
parts match perfectly in colour between the 2 layers, the ‘No.3’
layer has a yellow backing card (which matches the paper
covering on the sides of the bottom of the box), while the
‘No.4’ parts are on a light blue card.

So it seems fairly certain that the card of the extra blue &
red parts needed for a No.4 did exist, but what is not clear is
how it came to be in a No.3 box (there is just room for it above
the No.3 layer). One can speculate. Did the owner of the No.3
then buy a No.3A and discard its box? - but there is no
evidence to even suggest that ‘A’ sets ever existed. Or did the
No.4 layer come from a No.4 set and got put into the wrong
box by a careless shop assistant? Or

Another point, 2 N&B boxes were found in the Set and one
contained 50 Nuts & 48 Bolts, about the expected number for
a No.3. The other had & 11 Nuts & 26 Bolts — too few Nuts to
make the number up to a No.4. Also there is no obvious place
for a box on the No.4 card.

There is one further mystery, the lid of the box is quite
unlike the other known pattern, so did it come after that type
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No.of

No. Picces Paris
P32-3 4 38 in, Girders
P32—6 4 §in. Girders
P21 12 TPerforated Strips
1 6 Small Right Angles
P2 8 Right Angles
P25-8 i4 Short Secrews
P2sg 14 Nuts
r2t 4 Bet Berews
P g 4 . Small Wheels .
P22-4 2 4 in, Axle Rods simple models, from
F19 1 Base Plate #62 Stretcher to #66
P29 4  Washers Truck. The lower half
P33 1 Serew Driver has talk of larger sets
P41 22 Paper Fasteners e ;

1 8et of Directions with illustrations of the

P58 Motor and 6
models including a 3-funneled Warship & a nice Street Car.
Overleaf, in land-scape, are the remaining even simpler
models, unnamed & unnumbered, and none of them use any
parts other than ‘braced’ Perforated Strips P35, matching A/Bs
P1, & 7" Discs P29. They include the Alphabet & the
Numbers 0-9, while the rest are mostly furniture & other
domestic items. Only one has wheels — 4 Discs on a little
Trolley.

ERECTOR [2a]: S1

CONSTRUGT I

ONADO INDUSTRIES LIMITED

or was it a short-lived (perhaps) introduction at an earlier
stage?

Now points of interest from the parts. « The No.3 card
has 2 Crank Handles, one through each of the 2 clips that
held the single part in other No.3’s. The only manual model
which needs 2 is the No.4 Army Truck. « The N&B are 4BA,
plain steel, with pressed hex Nuts, 6.3mm A/F & 2mm thick,
and 6.3mm & RH Bolts, 62mm u/h. « Boss tappings. The
58mm Pulley, the only bossed part on the blue card, is 4BA,
with a steel, 6.1mm @ RH Set Screw, ¥s" u/h, & painted red.
On the No.3 card the Collars are tapped 732" BSW, with plain
steel 6.8mm @ RH Set Screws, again ¥" u/h. The Set Screw
from the 1" Pulley on this card is missing and the tapping
hasn’t been identified, the pitch looks similar to 4BA but the
3.0mm bore is too large. * The Spanner is 87mm long with the
holes parallel to the base edge; the wire Screwdriver is 6" o/a
and is like the one in 21/615.
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Snippet. New System:

EL MECANICO ARGENTINO

A range of new sets was noticed on
the Argentine Ebay last April. The
pictures here are from the model
leaflet of an outfit with 301 parts, and
the models are representative of the
decent range of 2 dozen models shown
for the Set (with only 3 'Buggies').
What I take to be the box lid is very
blurry but is in the same style as the

OSN 37/1131

Snippet - An _Undoubted
ONADO No.4 Outfit For
different reasons there were
doubts about a red/green No.4
described in 20/865, and a
royal blue/crimson No.3 with
an added layer of the extra
parts that would be in a No.4,
see 32/947. Now two, ident-
ical, unused No.4's seen on
Ebay (from the same seller)
look entirely as would be
expected, at least as far as the
parts and packaging are
concerned - the only possible
query concerns their manuals.
Each box is purple, 16*11", with the label above. The 2 layers
of parts are mounted on yellow backing cards, and have the
normal dull crimson & royal blue colour scheme. One layer is
like the No.3 card in 25/728 except that the Tools have been
rearranged slightly to allow room for 2 N&B boxes in the
bottom left corner. The other layer is exactly like the one in
29/865 apart from the colour of the parts.

oo
INDUSTRIES

LTD,

OSN 37/1131

EL MECANICO ARGENTINO:
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front of the Leaflet (top left). Parts were sa|d
to be epoxy coated. There was no indication
of the hole pitch.

Other sets have 99 parts; 151 parts (called
El Chico - The Boy) for 24 models; 222 parts
(called ElI Modelo Mediano - The Mid-size Set),
39 models; and, the largest, 333 parts. The 4
models shown for the 333 part outfit are
again too blurry to reproduce but include a
Fork Lift Truck, and a Lorry-mounted Crane -
both slightly larger than the 301 set models.

S1

The manual with each Set has
the blue cover of the one
described in 25/728 and so
presumably has no No.4 models
in it. The red/green No.4 also
had this manual and in that case
the No.4 version (described in
15/405) might not yet have
been produced. One starts to
wonder though if there was ever
a variant of the 'blue' manual
which included No.4 models. If
the manuals with these Sets
were the originals (likely given
that there are the two outfits),
and if they did not contain No.4
models, was there perhaps a supplementary model leaflet for
the No.4 models?

Finally a correction to the notes on the manuals in OSN 25.
It was said that the Tower Bridge model (the one on the cover
of both the 'red' and the 'blue' manuals) 'was later a No.4
model": in fact it stayed a No.3 even though it needed a few
parts not in the No.3 outfit.

TOYS §
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