




















































































































(see 17/464). The photos of sets 1-3 are essentially the
same as those in MCS; the No.5 has 3 layers of parts, two of
which look as if they may be like those in the No.3. Also
listed are the previously unrecorded linking sets 1A & 2A,
and the Catalogue Nos. for all these sets are 1, 1A, 2, 2A, 3,
& 5.

The Catalogue No.4 is the METALCRAFT set (see
14/393), and No.6 is the PIONEER set (17/466). So these
two sets were definitely from the VOGUE stable, and they
were on general sale, and not, at least at that point, special
sets created for a particular customer. Also though very
similar to one another, they existed at the same time. From
the Cat. Nos., METALCRAFT may have come first. As might
be expected the wholesale prices of the two sets were very
similar, 96/- per dozen for METALCRAFT, & 100/- for
PIONEER. Thus they fell between the No.1 set at 64/6 & the
No.2 at 136/-. Nos. 3 & 5 were 185/- & 257/-.

The Supplementary Spare Parts Sets 1-5 mentioned in
OSN 17 are listed; their contents are given and are as in
MCS.

The maker is given on the Catalogue as Cascelloid,
Abbey Lane, Leicester, Division of The British Xylonite Company
Limited. Their offices & showrooms were at 9 Conduit Steet,
Mayfair, London, W1, and 7 Pall Mall, Manchester 2.

METALCRAFT [2]: S1; PIONEER: S1; VOGUE: S1 [28/814]

9. From Clive Weston, details of a PRIMUS Set B,
apparently unused, the first ever reported sighting (see
24/712). It is in a blue box, 9%*774*%4", with the label below.
The contents are: res o E——————

6,4,2 of 5,6,11h Strips; ||| . ]C ] RIM S

2 each of 6*6h Plates, ||
Architraves, 1%" Wire
Stays, & Wood Slips;
5x 1" Loose Pulleys; a
3%" Axle with Tapped
Ends (#167); 12 A/Bs;

17 N&B. No sign of a
Tool of any sort.

Most of the parts are held in slits in a red backing card,
but the A/Bs & N&B are within triangular partitions in two of
the box’s corners.

The model leaflet is the one described in OSN 24. Some
of the ‘B’ models in it would need parts not in the Set: a Fast
Pulley or Axle Stops to locate a Loose one; a Crank Handle;
and longer Bolts for the Loose Pulleys, if they were to run
freely.

With the Set was a leaflet listing the full range of
PRIMUS sets. The ‘C’ outfit is illustrated and its packaging is
in the same style as that of the ‘B’. The extra ‘C’ parts
appear to be in line with the details given in OSN 24 except
that the Set has 4 Fast 1" Pulleys & one Loose one. A
Screwdriver, a Crank Handle, & 2 Axles can also be seen.

The Leaflet is undated but from David Hobson’s
PRIMUS book (see 20/583) it seems likely to be from 1923
or 1924, and the ‘A’ set, price 1/6, may have been the
unidentified outfit from 1923 mentioned on p25.

PRIMUS ENGINEERING: S1

[28/814]

10. From Don Redmond. STABIL Flanged Pulleys have two
different styles of boss (both on the inside of course). One is
the usual stubby cylindrical type with very small peening; the
other is thin, with a rounded edge to the free end, and held
in position in the disc by a crimped-on wire ring.

STABIL: S1 [28/814]

11.On ERECTOR Bolts, Don Redmond mentioned 3 types:
1) Gilbert MECCANO, with what he calls a ‘button’ head, 5.8
to 6.1mm J, the edge almost rounded in at the margin (like
antique shoe buttons). 2) Duplex standard or large headed,
7.5 to 7.8mm @, 3mm deep. The large head, needed
because of the ¥4" holes in the Duplex parts, is prominently
round. 3) Medium headed, 6 to 6.9mm &, under 3mm deep,
with a rather wide slot, apparently forged rather than sawcut
as the sides of the slot may slope.

ERECTOR: S1 [28/814]
QUERIES [28/814]

Query 28 from 27/803. Some STRUCTO parts are now to
hand and the groove in the Axles is vee shaped, with the
apex angle rather greater than 90°. The depth is hard to
measure accurately and varies a little from part to part but is
probably between .5 & .7mm. The Crank Handle & Crank-
shaft are also grooved.

Query 29 What colour (or colours) is STABIL Cord?

MYSTERY PARTS [28/814]

No.51 from Don Redmond. A 19h A/G, with a 15mm
slotted arm, the other 12%2mm, & the hole pitch is 12.7mm.
The metal is only .55mm thick and it has a very marked
curve, perhaps 2mm radius, at the bend., It is painted, rather
badly, bright green.

No.52 More from Don. Parts similar to JUNIOR
MECHANIC (see 12/327) but both sides of the Wheels are
nicely enamelled red, and both sides of the Flanged Plates
are also painted. The ends of the Strips & A/Bs are rounded.

SMALL ADS [28/814]

For Sale. Large collections of TRIX & FISCHER TECHNIC.
Details from Ivor Ellard, 44 Well Lane, Galleywood,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 8QZ; phone 01245 269830; email
ellard@nildram.co.uk.

Wanted. Any metal nut & bolted together constructional
car or other vehicle kits, or any parts identified or not, ie
wheels, axles, chassis, steering gear, mudguards, wings,
clockwork motors, etc. Anything & everything in any
condition considered. Also boxes, instruction manuals
(copies if you don’t want to part with originals), or any
information at all.

Please call Gary on 01635 200460 before 8pm or email
me at gary2car@aol.com.

OSN Subscription Rates The price per Issue, including postage, at Printed Paper
Rate where available, is £3 for UK; £3.50 air to Europe, & surface anywhere; £4 air out-
side Europe. NB These prices are for existing subscribers & will increase after OSN 29.
Back Issues For the zones above : OSN 1: £1/£1.30/£1.50; OSN 2,3: £2.30/£2.70/
£2.90 each; OSN 4 onwards : £3.60/£4.10/£4.50 each.

Payments Please make cheques payable to P.A.Knowles. Remittances must be in
Pounds Sterling (GBP) or, as cash, in Euros or US Dollars (at £1=€1.50=$1.50).
Payments from overseas may also be made (in US Dollars) using PayPal.

Small Ads Short ads are free to subscribers. Insertion guaranteed in OSN 29 if
received by the end of July 2003.

OSN 28/814

OSN - Your Credit Balance
after OSN 27

after your remittance of

after this Issue

Please send at least £ if
vou wish to receive the next Issue.




the Liverpool ¥32" BSW. In round terms 7-32 is 4 thou
smaller in diameter and despite the difference in thread
angle between the two (see 7/160), 7-32 Bolts & Screws can
be used in BSW tapped parts, bosses for instance. They are
a little loose but tighten satisfactorily. This means that 7-32
Bolts/Screws would fit bossed parts imported from England.

It is believed that 7-32 was the thread in all the U.S.
produced parts, that is from 1922 onwards, but it also
seems likely that 7-32 Bolts & Screws were used from as
early as 1916. This could possibly have been to circumvent
wartime shortages. It is also possible that certain parts were
made in America before 1922 and used 7-32. An example is
the 56t Gear with the square centre hole & zinc boss (see
Mystery Part No.45, in 27/795).

7-32 was used in the 1929 Gilbert ‘double-digit’
MECCANO sets (see 27/788) but from 1930 onwards
ERECTOR threads were used, 8-32 N&B, and 6-32 tapped
bosses.

U.S. MECCANO: S1 [29/846-7]

10. On the No.0 KWIK BUILDER set in the 1 column of
28/827, Harry Marien has succumbed to temptation and
opened the envelope with the parts in it. The contents are
2,6,2,2,2,2 of 7,6,5,4,3,2h Strips; 4 each of 1*3 & 1*4h
‘Plates’; 6 A/Bs; 10 N&B; and a Spanner (as in the No.1).
The 3-7h Strips are green, the Plates red, and the other
parts are bright looking. The contents are as in the photo in
the Set’s manual (described in 10/262) except that the 1*4h
Plates replace the 1*5h, and the 4 Washers, & 5 of the 15
N&B, shown in the Manual are lacking. (The set contents of
No.0 given in OSN 10 was incorrect, it is now apparent that
the DAS and the ‘small Plates’ are actually 4 each of 1*3 &
1*5h ‘Plates’.)

KWIK BUILDER: S2 [29/847]

11. Some more information on an MKA No.ll set, from
Jacques Pitrat, see 28/830. The colour of the manual (with a
'2") is cream rather than light yellow and it has 8 pages, plus
the covers. There are 8 models, one on each page, from a
‘Schiebekarre’ (Luggage Barrow) to a ‘Dekopiersage’ (Saw-
ing Machine). There is only one Flanged Sector Plate in the
set, and only one is used in the manual models. There are
two 27mm Pulleys, without Tyres, and Tyres appear in the
manual, as in the Set, only on the 36mm Pulleys. There are
no backing cards in the set, and it is not sure that there
were ever such cards. The aluminium clips are used to hold
the Strips of the same size together.

MK A: S4 [29/847]
WEB SITES [29/847]

* http://home.t-online.de/home/HGFinke/metall/engl.html
(from Thomas Morzinck). A German MARKLIN enthusiast
shows pictures and gives some details of his models and
mechanisms. In English.

e Werner Sticht has revised his STABIL web site,
www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu. Many new items have been
added, others have been expanded, and there are
additional interesting photos. The new material includes
more on the history & parts; on the motors; the Inventors
Sets; the Kanonen Sets; the Railway Wagon Sets; the small
Sets 46, 48, 48M; the Knirps Sets; and the years up to
1920.

¢ www.Merkurtoys.cz (from Orion DreamDancer). There is
an English version of this MERKUR site, and now included
are new or revised manuals for sets 012, 014, 019, M4, &
M6. All manual pages can be viewed/printed.

* www.bral.biz The new BRAL site. It is in Italian but is easy
to navigate. More details elsewhere in this Issue.

QUERIES [29/847]

Query 29 On the colour of STABIL Cord, Werner Sticht
wrote ‘that blue/white Cord (two coloured strands twisted

together) was used in the 1950s & 60s — | remember it very
well from my first STABIL set that | got in 1957. Plain white
Cord was used in sets from the 20s and 30s.’

SMALL ADS [29/847]

Wanted. Any metal nut & bolted together constructional
car or vehicle kits, or any parts, boxes, manuals,
information (see 28/814). Also PRESTACON Tool/Kits.

Please call Gary on 01635 200460 before 8pm or email
me at gary2car@aol.com.

MARKLIN 1089 Eiffel Tower set, illustrated instructions
needed, or colour copy, or mono. Happy to pay for copying
or full value if original. Graham Colover, L'Escale, Barnet
Lane, Elstree, Herts, WD6 3QZ; tel: day 0207 6258899,
home 0208 9538143; fax: +44 (0)207 6258866.

For Sale CD VERSION of MCS - MECCANO VOLUME

A completely new edition of the Meccano Volume of the
MCS has been produced on CD in .PDF format (Adobe/
Acrobat Reader is needed). It has been thoroughly revised
and updated to the present, with many colour images and
consists of over 1100 pages. The format is the same as the
normal MCS. The Adobe/Acrobat Reader will be included on
the CD (for Microsoft PCs), although it is also available as a
free download from the Adobe website for virtually all
operating systems. Price including postage for the CD will
be as follows:-UK - £5.50; Europe - £6.00 (10 Euros); Rest
of World - £6.50 (US$11). Send cash in UKE, US$ or Euros,
or UKE cheques drawn on a UK bank to Mr. T Edwards, 5
Burnside Road, Largs, Ayrshire, KA30 9BX, Scotland, Great
Britain. Email - timothy.edwards1@btinternet.com. Website
— http://ledwards.web.users.btopenworld.com/meccano.htm.

REVIEW: CD of MCS MECCANO Volume  [29/847]
Some details of this new version of Frank Beadle’s original are
given in the ad above. For those unfamiliar with Frank’s tome it
covered MECCANO in Argentina, the U.S.A, Brazil, the UK,
France, Germany, Mexico, & Spain, with one or more sections
for each, some 400 pages in all.

What Tim has done is to scan Frank’s original pages,
updating them where possible, and then add all the fresh
material he has been able to obtain, in colour where appro-
priate. There is quite a lot of it actually, with over 1100 pages
now, a labour of love indeed. The format is unchanged and also
the countries covered, but apart from Brazil & Germany, there
are significant additions to all the countries, and huge ones for
the U.S.A., the UK, France, & Spain. In each of these the
standard & special/theme sets are all included with separate
sections for each identifiable period.

This is an invaluable work of reference for all enthusiasts,
and would be a ‘good read’ for anyone even remotely interested
in the MECCANO story. Quite apart from the new material it is
very convenient to have so much detail of MECCANO in one
place. I'm not going to attempt to summarise the additions but |
would like to mention that in the French section Tim has
included all the sets produced since Liverpool closed. It's the
first time this has been done as far as | know, and it was well
worth doing now, before the details get muddled with time.

To allow quick access to any section a series of ‘bookmarks’
can sit permanently on the left of the screen, one for each
country. Clicking on one of them gives a dropdown menu with a
list of all the sections for that country, and then clicking a section
takes one to the first page of it. It's very convenient to use but
once in a section the only way to get to a particular page is by
clicking through the preceding pages. This doesn’t take long,
even on my ageing machine, but can be a bit tiresome if one
wants to cross-refer between 2 or more pages several times.

Of course if much use is to be made of a particular section it
doesn’t take long to print off the pages. Provision is made for
double-side printing if required with a binding margin on the
inner edge of the pages.

Tim has included a slip with the CD asking to be told of
errors, & information to fill remaining gaps. More on MECCANO
in Germany & Argentina would be particularly welcome.

OSN 29/847
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Editor Tony Knowles
7 Potters Way
Laverstock
Salisbury
SP1 1PY

England

Email: tony@osnl.co.uk

EDITORIAL The Index for OSN 1-30 & the revised Database
are both now available. The Database has 56 pages, too
many to staple together easily, so it is in two parts, with the
basic alphabetical sort in one and every thing else in the other.
For prices please see the Small Ads overleaf (the Database is
cheaper than forecast because of an arithmetic misfortune on
my part). The basic alphabetical sort of the Database is also
now on the web site but I've yet to find a way of printing off the
righthand side of the landscape A3 pages on an A4 printer.
Expert advice welcome. Still on the Database, if you ordered a
copy and haven't received it, please let me know (this time it
was a spilt tea misfortune which made part of my list illegible).

My stock of some OSN back numbers has run out, and
their replacements will be in the form of loose, double-sided
A4 sheets made by scanning the original masters. As
explained in 31/939 it is easy to make such sheets into the
stapled, folded A3 style, and the quality of the scanned photos
is nearly always better than the original photocopies.

I am now using the OpenOffice word processor for OSN,
with .sxw ending files. There is no problem about opening
WORD files in OpenOffice but OpenOffice users sending me
files need no longer save them in WORD format. In passing,
for anyone not familiar with OpenOffice, it is a free download
suite including a spreadsheet, a drawing tool, etc. My
experience of the word processor in producing this Issue is
that athough not perfect it is overall rather better & easier to
use than WORD, especially with regard to graphics.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. Don Redmond noted a Crank Handle, apparently VOGUE,
with a diameter of 3.48mm, against the normal 3.66+.01. 1 of
the 6 to hand here was anomalous at 3.57, and 1 of 6 Axles at
3.76, but | can’t guarantee that they are actually genuine
VOGUE parts.

VOGUE: S2 [32/940]

2. Don also wrote of some MASTER BUILDER parts, see
16/450. The 25h Angle Girder has 4.3mm holes in each,
15mm wide, arm, and square corners. The 5 & 25h Strips
have large-radius ends. The 4h Disc, #19, is %" &. All these
parts, and a 5*11h Flanged Plate are tinplate, grey with age,
but the Road Wheel, #30 (234" &, not the 3" in the Parts List),
is black enamelled, and its 8 face holes are at 34" radius.

MASTER BUILDER: S3 [32/940]

3. Jacques Pitrat sent notes on early 12" ERECTOR Girders.
The first ones in 1913 (they had edges with narrow flanges
rather than the V-formed type introduced in 1914) were hand-
ed, as shown in the photo below. Most, perhaps all, handed

ERECTOR parts had separate PNs, but not in this case, and it
may be that the handing was not deliberate but depended on
how the part was handled in the production process. This
could explain why the number of each hand found in lots/sets
is never equal. Handed Girders with the new type of edge also

R et o

-:.,.1':’ Rt | :

exist, witness those in the 1914 No.1 set on p51 in Greenberyg,
but this is the only example known and those in the 1914 No.7
on p52 are all of the hand seen in all later sets. No doubt a
change in the production method eliminated the possibility of
handed parts. However this meant that it was not possible to
get ‘double-bracing’ by laying one Girder on top of another of
opposite hand (see 15/400). It also meant that 2 sides of a
model could not be made to match, in a Bridge for instance,
although in most cases this would not matter. Going back to
the 1913 parts, double-bracing could be obtained by placing 2
Girders of the same hand with their flat faces together.

ERECTOR [1 & 2}: $1 [32/940]

4. From John Wapshott. In addition to the parts mentioned in
31/909, John has a Canadian ‘Eagle’ LIL’N’GINEER set (see
27/782). The box measures 12V4*14%*2” and its lid & model
leaflet are as described in OSN 27.

LIL'N'GINEER: S2 [32/940]

5. Orion DreamDancer wrote that there are two types of 1” x
Ya-20 Bolt in both of his Farmingdale Aircraftsmen Mfg. Co.
TECHNICAL TRAINER sets (see 19/528 & 23/658). They are
similar but one has ‘STRONGHOLD’ across the top of the
head in slightly raised letters, and is threaded all the way to
the head, while the other head is unmarked and has about V16"
of the plain shank under it.

Orion also kindly sent an example of the Hook mentioned
in 23/658. It is a flat 'S' type, made of 2.7mm @ dull plated
wire, and is 30mm long o/a.

TECHNICAL TRAINER: S$1 [32/940]

6. Werner Sticht has added to his web site about STABIL,
www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu, with more on the parts, the
Motors, the period 1921-28, the Inventor sets, prices of sets
etc in many years to allow precise dating, etc, etc. Werner
hopes to add an English version one day.

STABIL: S2 [32/940]

7. From Don Redmond, about two manuals for the Canadian
YOUNG ENGINEER system. This system hasn’'t been
mentioned in OSN before but like CONSTRUCTO (see
30/876A, 22/651 & earlier) which succeeded it in 1980, it
consisted of 6 sets made up in Canada by Paramount
Industries from 1978 to 1980, using MERKUR parts. (Another
similar system not previously mentioned is BUILD-O which
succeeded or ran alongside CONSTRUCTO in 1981-82.)

The Y E manual covers seen are all like the No.3 shown in
MCS (with a Lathe on the front, YOUNG ENGINEERS
CONSTRUCTION SET MANUAL above it and MANUEL DE
CONSTRUCTION DU JEUNE INGENIEUR below— all in B&W
but with the outfit number in red). All the models are shown as
line drawings with names & numbers. Although the covers are
bilingual the model names & notes inside are in English only.

The No.1 has a single sheet inside the covers, 9*13" in
vertical format, folded once to give 4 landscape pages and
stapled on the top long side to the matching covers. 37
models are shown but the model numbers are not in
sequence, with Nos.1-7 & 12 on the last page.

The No.6 has 11 similarly folded sheets inside the covers
with the No.1 sheet the outermost one. Model numbers on the

THIS NEWSLETTER IS SUPPLIED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IT IS
FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF THE RECIPIENT FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY
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Editor Tony Knowles
7 Potters Way
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Email: tony@osnl.co.uk

EDITORIAL It dawned on me the other day that subscription
rates for OSN should be reduced because postage isn't so
high now that the pages are printed double-sided. It's a matter
of pennies for UK subscribers so no change there, but the
price per issue for 'Europe & surface elsewhere' will be
reduced by £0.50 to £6, and by £1 to £6.50 for 'airmail outside
Europe'.

These rates should have applied to the 3 issues 31-33 so
the accounts of those affected have been credited with £1.50
or £3 as appropriate.

Back Issues prices have also been adjusted and details
are given overleaf.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. Werner Sticht wrote that he has updated his STABIL site
(www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu). with more material including
many new illustrations of sets & models. Revised areas are
the history of the system & the Walther company, the Inventor
sets, the small sets & Kanonenbaukéasten, the Motors, and the
wooden constructional outfits (Maschinen-baukasten, Record,
Zimmermannbaukasten). The STABIL periods 1921-1926 &
1927-1929 are now described in detail and can be considered
complete. Other additions include detailed descriptions of the
Patented Spur Gears, the Rubber Tyres & the parts made
from fabric, and a list of books on MCS. The following
chapters are still to be completed: Walther's INGENIEUR
Bauspiel, STABIL after 1929, and other STABIL matters (ads,
contests, etc.).

STABIL: S3 [34/1004]

2. Jack Little has identified the balloon Road Wheel in
Mystery Parts No.44 (see 22/640) as a YOUNG ENGINEER'S
part. He has received a set of 4 of them from Tony Johns, the
son of Fred Johns, one of the partners in Johns & Avons who
made YOUNG ENGINEER'S sets from 1938-41. It isn't sure
though that the rest of the Mystery 44 parts are YOUNG
ENGINEER'S. They generally match the lllustrated Parts in
MCS but the Plates, #2 & 3, are 6"5h with perforations along
all four edges, and both types of Trunnion, #10 & 11, are the
7h pattern. Also MCS says that YOUNG ENGINEER'S parts
were possibly red & green.

Mystery Parts 44; YOUNG ENGINEER'S: S1 [34/1004]

3. News from Constructorama sent by Jeannot Buteux. 6
'new' systems have recently come to light:
e CUBAL, French, around 1947 (from an unused set with
manual).
e LE CHARPENTO, French, around 1950 (from a manual
and a box with a few parts in it.
e AUTO-MECA, French, around 1930, a system to make
various vehicles (from photos).
e INGENIORA, French, around 1950, a system to make
various motors (from photos).
e CONSTRUCTO, French, around 1922, a Plate system.
e LE PETIT ARTISAN DE LA CONSTRUCTION MECANIQUE,
Belgian, around 1950, probably the same as LE PETIT
ARTISAN DE LA MECANIQUE - a system in MCS but with no
illustrations (from photos).

Jeannot is sending details of CUBAL & LE CHARPENTO
and | plan to include them in the next Issue.

New OS Names: $1 [34/1004]

4. Anillustration of the METALMASTER DIY Tool taken from
a manual was shown in 33/1003 but now Paul Goodman has

tracked down the actual example below. The red body is steel
while the base & handles are aluminium. Said base measures
275*105*15mm, a little larger than that of the JUNEERO Tool.
Cast into its top face is METALMASTER COMBINATION TOOL
PATENT No. 17973/45 MADE IN ENGLAND - that would be the
patent application number in 1945. The company's name &
address, as in OSN 33, is cast into the underside. A 4mm
MARKLIN Axle is a running fit in the hole made by the punch
but a MECCANO Axle (4.06mm) won't enter it.

METALMASTER: S2

5. Snippet: 'New' System: |
STAHLBAUKASTEN All
that was said of the set right
was a date -1948. The main |
parts in the Bridge seem to |

be Strips with just a hole at |
either end joined by several
types of small Junction
Plate. Some of both types
of part can be seen in the
box, including the unusually
shaped hexagonal Plate at
bottom centre. There may || @&
be some grey plate material |
under the Spanner and
wood-handled Screwdriver |

STAHLBAUKASTEN: S1
[34/1004] |

[34/1004]

6. Snippet: A SPIROU/ROBBEDOES No.6 Outfit Sets 1-5
are listed in MCS for this Belgian version of TEMSI, but a No.6
was recently offered on Ebay. It is a 2-layer set in a red box,
yellow inside, with the parts in card partitioning. Sets 2-5 in
similar packaging but with a single layer of parts have also
been seen. All have the same lid label design, the one
described in 27/783.

Sets 1-5 have also been seen with in each case, the parts
in a yellow moulded plastic tray. They are all single layer sets
and no doubt later than those above. The boxes are again red

THIS NEWSLETTER IS SUPPLIED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THATIT IS
FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF THE RECIPIENT FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY
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Editor Tony Knowles
7 Potters Way
Laverstock
Salisbury
SP1 1PY

England

Email: tony@osnl.co.uk

EDITORIAL Some years ago I wrote a short, outline history
of metal constructional systems from the early days up to
about the end of WW1. At the time it was for my own benefit
but rereading it recently it occurred to me that an updated
version might interest newcomers to the 'Other System' scene.
I hope therefore to put it on the OSN web site in due course
and if it proves useful I could perhaps gradually extend it to
cover the later years. Comments on it and suggestions for
improvements would be welcome.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. Werner Sticht wrote that he made some major additions to
his STABIL website (www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu) last Nov-
ember. These include: e A detailed description of Flat Strips &
the Money Box (Sparblichse). e More on brochures & ads
since 1927. e Full details of Walther's INGENIEUR BAU-SPIEL
(the first Walther metal system); STABILA (the metal sets for
girls); STABIL from 1930-31 (Franz Walther's death), from
1932-43 (the period of the small sets), & from 1950-70 (from
the restart after WW2 to the end). e More on the history, &
the Knirps Motor. There are still some areas to be completed:
ads, notes on some of the parts, more on the period 1911-19,
the box sizes, and a new list of the manuals, etc.

Werner also wrote that he would like to get more informat-
ion for his web site about a STABIL Nr.60 Eisenbahnwagen
Baukasten which 'allsystems21' bought on Ebay last year. So if
allsystems21 reads this and is willing to help please contact
Werner at werner.sticht@gmx.de. Equally if anyone else
knows allsystems21 please pass this request on to him.

STABIL: S4 [36/1068]

2. Snippet. 'New' System: STAHL-BAUKASTEN Below
the manual cover from this East German outfit. The line below
the title has the makers name, VEB Kranbau K&then. Kéthen is

A =

a town about halfway between Leipzig & Magdeburg and the
company, founded in 1934, made, witness the man at the
drawing board, cranes, and still does so. All that is known of
the set itself can be seen in the model Crane the boys are
making.

STAHL-BAUKASTEN: S1 [36/1068]

3. Don Redmond has deciphered more of the words on the
MASTER MECHANIC model page in 34/1034. The bottom
lines read 'This is Gilbert's last effort to out-rival John in the
construction of aeroplanes. Note super-structure on which is
mounted a rapid-fire ...." (line not finished).

MASTER MECHANIC: S2 [36/1068]

4. Snippet: An Early TECHNICAL TRAINER Set In
19/528 Kendrick Bisset noted that the photo of the set in the
Tucker manual was in some ways unlike his set and might be
an early or preproduction example. Its lid had no lip and the
Wheels & internal fittings looked wooden. Since then two of
these early sets have been seen on Ebay and one is shown

T —————

e

below. Its box is 11*1334", slightly larger than later. The
Wheels don't have the tread of the later red & blue painted
plastic ones and look more like painted wood than metal. The
black marking inside the lid is the Tucker logo upside down;
the top of the lid wasn't shown. Two model pages from the
manual described in OSN 19 were shown with the Set. The
second set is similar to the first but the Wheels are arranged
exactly as the manual set, see OSN 19, and its lid seems not
to be hinged. A manual cover identical to the OSN 19 one is
shown over the centre of the lid and would hide the logo if
there were one.

TECHNICAL TRAINER: S2 [OSN 36/1068]

5. Snippet. An Early Canadian ERECTOR Set The Ebay
photos were of an open wooden box with 2 layers of pre-1924
type parts loose on light green backing cards, a manual cover,
and the label overleaf which reads 'This Canadian NUMBER

THIS NEWSLETTER IS SUPPLIED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IT IS
FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF THE RECIPIENT FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY
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EDITORIAL Several readers have asked if the Database on
the OSN web site can be printed out. As far as I can tell it isn't
possible to print the full width using Internet Explorer — several
of the righthand columns plus the COMMENTS column aren't
printed. And even then thick vertical lines appear which
weren't in the original. By chance though I found that the
Firefox Mozilla browser gives a more satisfactory result. If
Landscape and Shrink To Fit Page Width are selected in Page
Setup the result is that all columns are printed with a small but
readable text size. The COMMENTS though are printed as
several short lines instead of the original long one and this
increases the number of A4 sides for the whole Database from
34 to 41 (with the default margins).

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. JR ENGINEER Kendrick Bisset wrote that his No.4"- set is
virtually the same as the one described in 22/632 & 33/975.
The only differences are that it contains only four 5h Strips
instead of 6 — still clipped down in each case, and 50, 4, & 40
of Bolts, Long Bolts, & Nuts. Also the lid on the box of small
parts is the CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES one mentioned in OSN
33 and not the plain card one in Jacques' set below.

The manual too is the same and has 'Copyright 1946,
Coledi, Inc., New York' on the inside front cover (as in fact did
the OSN 22 & 33 examples). Kendrick also has an identical
manual except that it has a typewritten yellow sticker on the
top of the front cover (above the 'JR EN' of JR ENGINEER),
which reads '"MODELS, COPY and LAYOUT by / HARRY SNYDER
/ 138 E. 34 St. / N.Y. 16, N.Y.' At the top of the sticker are the
remains of the last line, as if many labels were typed and cut
or torn apart.

JR ENGINEER: S4 [40/1196]

2. HELLER'S STAHLBAU Thomas Morzinck has found a
review of this German 'DIY' system (see 36/1083) in the
January 3™ 1937 issue of Die Sendung (a German Radio
Times). It speaks of it as being new and no doubt it would
have been in the shops for Xmas 1936.

HELLER: S6 [40/1196]

3. Snippets: Double-barrelled MERKUR As can be seen
on the lid right . -

(actually the top of
a sleeve), the set is
being sold under
the name EBERT
MERKUR. Ebert
GmbH was the
Munich firm that
sold Czech-made
EBS sets some
years ago (see
22/643) but the
present Ebert may
not of course be
the same company.
Another set from
the same Ebay
seller features a 77 part Windmihle but the name at the
bottom is WIFRA MERKUR. From Google a number of German
firms have Wifra in their names.

For both sets the sleeve covers a wooden box,16*16*5cm,
with a sliding lid, an unusual and perhaps slightly extravagant
touch for a set of this sort. An example can be seen below in
another WIFRA MERKUR set, this time caIIed Gartner mit Zwei

Karren — Gardener with Two Barrows.

All the models come from the MERKUR range, and the
parts too of course although I don't recall what appears to be
a blue-handled Screwdriver in the open box.

MERKUR [1] S6 [40/1196]

4. STABIL On the basis of 5 documented sets Werner Sticht
has discovered that the N&B used during 1911-1914 were
unusual in two respects. First, the Bolts were brass and the
Nuts steel, and secondly, the thread was not the usual 32"
BSW (as in MECCANO) with 32 tpi, but a similar thread with
approximately 33 tpi. The two are of course incompatible and
a 33 tpi Nut on a 32 tpi Bolt will jam after a few turns. The
pitch of a 33 tpi thread is .77mm — not a likely metric standard
and the reason for the change is at the moment a mystery.

STABIL: S5 [40/1196]
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STANDING THAT IT IS FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF

THE RECIPIENT FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY

EDITORIAL Further to the question in 40/1196 of how to
print out the Database from the OSN web site, Thomas
Morzinck kindly sent it to me as a .pdf file and I've since added
it to the web page, marked as 'a printable version'. It prints in
much the same way as described in OSN 40 but is of course
independent of the browser. Another advantage is that it loads
much more quickly than the original file.

On the subject of the Database, it was compiled in 2004

and my copy is now full of changes and additions. I have it in §

mind to update it, and hope to have done so by the time the
next Newsletter appears. To accommodate the new names,
some 120 of them, not counting all those 'Polylong’ sets, and
to leave rather more space for future manuscript changes, I

would anticipate that the present 56 pages in Parts 1 & 2 will g .

grow to 68.

When ready I shall put in on the website and I hope that
anyone who wants a hard copy will print it off from there. But
while printing my own pages I could print extras for those who
prefers that route. But in that case please let me know before

Xmas. Including postage to the usual zones the cost will not &

exceed £7.50/£9/£10.30. Please note though that the pages
will be loose, printed on both sides, with the same small
margins as in the present edition. I shall bind mine together
using the Scotch tape method suggested in 31/939 — I've used
it numerous times since — it doesn't take too long to do and
seems quite durable.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. STABIL A correction to the note in 40/1196 about the
thread used in 1911-14. With normal tolerances an ordinary
32" Nut will not jam on a 33 tpi Bolt, but a Long Nut #3b, or
Threaded Coupling #36 (see 13/354 & 352) will jam after 3 to
5mm. More details are given in Werner's STABIL web pages
(http://www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu/). These also now include a
new menu item, 'Zusammenfassung (Summary) which lists all
the important facts and gives links to more detailed
information. Other new material includes the WALTHER'S
INGENIEUR manual for Set 12, many models, a section on
restoring parts (Sammeln, Falschen, Restaurieren), and more
on the history of Walther & Co. (Franz Walther und die
Firmengeschichte).

STABIL: S6 [41/1228]

2. Snippet. Another METALLBAUKASTEN [4] Set The
box is the same as the one described in 30/884 except that the
lid is a cream colour and the label is printed in red. The parts
look of the same genre but the Flanged Plates are 10*5h
without the cutout, and 5*5h. The long Strip is 16h and the
circular part is an 8h Wheel Disc with a rather greater diameter
than is usual, about 4h. An Axle end that can be seen is
threaded and there is a Crank Handle without any thread but
with a small Collar on it. The 5h Strip and DAS are as before
and one lug of an A/B can be seen with a round hole. The Bolt
has a cheesehead and the one Nut visible is a small hexagon.

METALLBAUKASTEN [4]: S2 [41/1228]

green parts on Italian Ebay was offered as MARKLIN, and
there was a prewar MARKLIN manual with them. But though
many of the parts do look like MARKLIN there are many more
that don't. In the snips from the Ebay photos below:

e The boss of the Flanged Disc Pulley looks to have a larger
diameter than in MARKLIN, and its hole pattern is that of the
early MARKLIN pattern, when it would not have been painted.
Not shown here, a similar but larger diameter Pulley, whereas
the comparable MARKLIN part had no boss. Some of the Gears
have the larger boss too, and some don't look like MARKLIN.

e With the unusual pattern of slotted holes, and the flanges on
the shorter sides, the 3*5h Flanged Plate is clearly not
MARKLIN. There are also a number of other non-MARKLIN
Plates, some of which only differ in their pattern of holes &
slots, and some which were never in the MARKLIN range, a
3*7h Perforated Plate for example.

o Other parts that do not look like MARKLIN are the approx-
imately 2” @ brass Pulley; the brass Handle Crank; the green
Hinge bottom right with 2 holes in one arm and one in the
other, and the Propeller next to it.

e Finally, the most unusual part of all, the green Strip bottom
left with square ends and shaped holes in the TRIX pattern.
The hole pitch is less than in the other parts, it scales at 10-
10%2mm if the others are 2". There were a number of these
Strips in the Lot, the longest perhaps about 11”.

It is quite possible that the lot included parts from more
than one system, witness the two Worms of different
diameters, although there isn't much variation in the colours
between the many different parts in the lot. They could have
been repainted of course, and certainly the green doesn't look
to be a MARKLIN shade. And a repaint would explain the
pattern of holes in the Flanged Disc Pulleys. But even so there
must be parts from at least one non-MARKLIN system in the
Lot, and quite a large one too. Quite apart from the 'TRIX'
Strips, there is no real match with the other large Italian
systems that I know of: BRAL, AMI(-LAC), see 38/1163,
C.I.G.E.A. (23/657 & 27/789), and LEONARDO (16/446).

MYSTERY PARTS No.53: S1 [41/1228]
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EDITORIAL Included in this Issue are updates for Eitech,
STOKYS, and 'POLYLONG'. I also checked MERKUR and AMI-
LAC but noticed no changes since, respectively, 2009 (OSN 40)
and 2007 (OSN 38). METALLUS still list a huge range of parts
but running through them quickly I didn't notice any
particularly interesting new items. But if you think I missed
anything of note please let me know. VEX likewise.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. Guibert's Encyclopédie. In 43/1292 Jean-Pierre
Guibert's address was given wrongly, it should have been
jeanpierrelg@orange.com. 44/1324

Encyclopédie des Jeux de Construction 44/1324

2. Snippet. 'New' system: DER KLEINE INGENIEUR.
The Ebay photos below are all that is known of this small
German system, with no indication of date or the size of the
parts. It is the third system with the same name that has been
recorded: the first has STABIL-style parts (see 17/476), the 0.7

second a small [ &)

selection of light coloured, possibly

e

aluminium, Strips and a 5*9h Flanged Plate (see 43/1320).

The parts that can be seen in the box are as follows.
¢ 3,5,8,11h Strips. e 1*3*1 & 1*6*1h DAS. ¢ An A/B. ¢ A Road
Wheel, 6h Pulley Disc, & 6h Wheel Disc. e Long Bolts in 2
lengths with hexagonal heads, or perhaps they are Screwed
Rods. e Various N&B including roundheaded Bolts with hex &
square Nuts; and smaller diameter countersunk headed Bolts
with square Nuts.

DER KLEINE INGENIEUR [3]: S1 [44/1324]

Abb, 230a 140t die Lagerung der Hinterradwelle
Nr. 4a in den Achslagern Nr. 2d erkennen und gibt
Aufschlul aber den Einbau der Karosserieplatten
Nr. 19a und 35a.

Die Steuerwelle Nr. 4 g Ist mit dem Schraubhaken
Nr.3a an der hinteren Seltenleiste ¢ ﬂngc!d\ra\lbt.

Die Kihlerrippen lassen sich sehr schin aus
didker Schnur herstellen.
Sitzen und der oberen uad vorderen Motorhauben-
seite verwendeten Pappen siehe unter dem Ab-
schnitt _Zur besonderen Beachtung® aul Seite 11.

3. STABIL Werner Sticht has recently added a number of new
items to his website (www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu), and the
highlights are:

e Stabil Model Contests in the 1920s & 30s (click Detailinfos
-> Wettbewerbe, Kundenkontakte)

e Stabil advertising material for dealers, Unterstiitzung fiir
Handler (Detailinfos -> Teilekabinett, Reklametafeln)

e What you have to pay for Stabil sets, Begehrte Objekte
(Sammeln, Falschen, Restaurieren -> Begehrte Objekte)

e Many new Stabil models (Stabil -> Ausgewahlte Modelle)

e More details about the 1953 clockwork motor (Stabil ->
Stabil Motore -> Der Stabil-Federmotor ab 1953)

e Special parts for the Gun Sets, Kanonenbaukasten (Stabil ->
Stabil Sonderkdsten -> Kanonen-Baukdsten -> Spezialteile)

e STABIL & its competitors, over the years, mainly MECCANO
& MARKLIN (Stabil -> Stabil und die Mitbewerber). This
section includes some nice small STABIL models from 1936
which used the newly introduced Tyre, and the model below,
for Set 50, is one of them.

e New discoveries about Walther's Ingenieur (Walther's
andere Systeme -> Walther's Ingenieur Bauspiel).

Niheres Gber die bel den

Abb. 239a

Quite apart from the above the site contains an enormous
amount of information with numerous internal links to all
aspects of STABIL and other Walther systems. If one's German
is limited it's not that easy to navigate but clicking around is
well worthwhile. The links for the new items above (from the
left column on the home page) will help newcomers to get an
idea of the scope of the site.

Much has been discovered on WALTHER'S INGENIEUR since
the last note on it in 26/779 and it is hoped to include an
update in a future Issue.

STABIL: S7 [44/1324]

4. DER KINDER-KONSTRUKTEUR Jean-Pierre Guibert
wrote that he has the set described in 43/1298 (see p1352) &
that the coloured Pulleys & Tyres are not part of the system.

KINDER-KONSTRUKTEUR: S3 [44/1324]

SMALL AD [44/1324]
Wanted: Philips Mechanical Engineer Set 1201.
Contact Paul Goodman at 07957 197867 or at
p.goodman4@ntiworld.com.




5. 'Matchbox' Set Parts. Jean-Pierre Guibert sent details of
the key dimensions of the parts in his 2 CLOU matchbox sets &
a Louis Marx MATCHBOX set. That's to say the pitch &
diameter of the holes in the 5h Strip, the diameter of the bore
in the wooden Pulleys, & the diameter of the wooden
Rods/Axles). He found that they are the same for each brand
and that they differ from those in the Database.

The latter were based on the values in MCS and those of
the parts in sets which I had on loan at the time. In the light of
J-P's results I measured the parts in the sets currently to hand,
a CLOU, a Louis Marx, & a Linemar MATCHBOX. (Notes on the
different 'Matchbox' sets were given in 6/131 — MCB2 there is
the Louis Marx.)

Below the measurements in millimetres (m = mean value).

Set | Pitch Hole @ Bore Axle @
CLOU Database 8.6 3.2 29m  3.0m
CLOU J-P 8.5 3,15 3.0 3.0m
CLOU Mine 8.7 3.15 3.0 2.9m
Marx Database 8.7 3.3m 3.0 3.0
Marx J-P 8.5 3.15 3.0 3.0m
Marx Mine 8.75 3.4 2.9 3.0m
Linemar Database 8.7 34m 3.3m 3.1m
Linemar mine 8.75 33 3.3 3.2m

Many of the Axles vary slightly in diameter along their
length and/or are significantly oval in section. My Marx Axle
can push into the Pulley (actually a Wheel because it doesn't
have a pulley groove) because its wood is very soft and
fibrous.

Given that care was taken to make the measurements as
accurate as possible there are clear differences in the metal
parts. Especially noteworthy are the different pitches within the

CLOU sets, and the different pitches & hole diameters within
the Marx. Presumably they would have been due to different
tooling, though whether by the same manufacturer (or
subcontractor) one can't say.

And in case you wondered, the pitch of the holes in the
other parts matched those in the Strips.

MATCHBOX SETS: S2 [46/1389]
6. STABIL Werner Sticht continues to add to his STABIL
website, www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu. Click on "Neuigkeiten" (=
news) and you will find links to e STABIL before 1912; e other
early German systems plus details of MARKLIN, TRIX, &
MECCANO in Germany; e and detailed accounts of STABIL
Pulleys & Flanged Wheels.

In addition the 'News' section has links to updates on 1911-
1912 toy trade «catalogues, on the ‘Eisenbahnwagen-
Baukasten', and on the wooden 'Maschinen-Baukasten'. There

are also links to the numerous Anderungen und Korrekturen
(Changes & Corrections) throughout the site.

STABIL: S8 [46/1389]

7. VEX The high shipping cost of VEX items bought from the
firm in America was mentioned in 41/1253. Now the
company's website, www.vexrobotics.com, says that most
products can be shipped from England, but I wasn't able to
check any actual shipping costs.

Also on the site, a list of resellers, among them 3 in the UK:
one in Malmesbury, Wiltshire; one in Radstock, Somerset; and
the third in Brentford, Middlesex.

VEX: S5 [46/1389]

METALL-BAUKASTEN |
Ringnalda's set in 42/1621, Jean-Paul Guibert has kindly |
supplied details of his set, including the photos shown here.
The box is the same but the set is much more complete and |
all the parts in it are thought to be original.

In all it contains 15 types of part as follows: 3,5,7,9
Strips; a 3h Strip almost twice as wide as the standard Strip
a 5*7h Flanged Plate; a 5h @ Circular Plate; a 3h @ Pulley; a
Spanner or Span'driver (partly covered by the top edge o
the Flanged Plate); & in the top right compartment, enlarge
right: a Washer; a wire Handle Crank; a short Screwed Rod, |

OSN 46/1389

Following the note on Jan -;"tﬁ{'"»

a square Nut, & 2 lengths of
cheeseheaded Bolt.

The main parts are
aluminium with 4.1mm @
holes at 13.0mm pitch. The
N&B, etc look nickelled; also
the Pulley - it looked
aluminium in Jan's set.

A great many 9h Strips
would be needed to make
. the Bridge on the lid.
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5. STABIL Website Update. Werner Sticht wrote that he
has recently updated his (already very comprehensive) STABIL
website: www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu Click on Neuigkeiten to
see what is new, and erweitert or Anderungen for updated
items. The first new topic is a brochure showing 20+ models
for dealers to display, and they can be enlarged by clicking on
them. The following 3 items all include photos of factory
display models. There is also a full account of the LILIENTHAL
system, something of which was given in 22/623. It will be
recalled that it was based on an 1888 patent and though it had
wooden parts it could claim two firsts: Strips with equispaced
holes, and one model, a Windmill, with an Axle to allow the
blades to rotate. Surprisingly the Axle wasn't used in any of the
other models. Another unique feature was that sets were
available with 2 sizes of parts: their hole pitch was 25mm in
one series, and (probably) 100mm in the larger version.

STABIL: S9 [51/1549]

Snippets. AUTO-CONSTRUCTOR Update. A number
of sets have been seen on Ebay since the last notes in
42/1291, and have contained a few points of interest.

Basic Sets It will be recalled that 2 basic sets are known,
one in a larger box than the other, and it seems that, with one
exception, they all have the same contents, enough parts to
build the Nr.1 manual models. The additional parts in the
exception, a 'large' box, include 4 Buckets, some DAS, extra
Chassis Side Members, & a Headlamp (with a second noted as
missing), the same extra parts that were in my 'small' set (see
OSN 40) but there is no way of knowing if they were originally
in that set or if they came from say another outfit. The Set is
unusual in having yellow Body Panels, all the parts that are
usually blue or sometimes red.

All 3 of the larger sets seen & 1 of the 7 smaller ones, have
'Auto-Constructor' on the lid; in the others all the letters are
capitals, as are those on all the manual covers. Where a maker
is given in the Ebay ads it is usually Heinrich Fischer but Philipp
Kihner is sometimes mentioned. However it now seems likely
that the latter was the printer of at least some of the manuals,
and the maker before Fischer was Curt Schrader.

Set Nr.1A None of the sets seen have the set humber on
the top of the lid but it may have been on one of the lid
aprons, as in the Nr.1, a small set, mentioned in 40/1216.
Most Ebay photos don't show all the aprons and the only set
‘ FIG.1 ‘ number that can be seen, from another small set, is

- shown left.
§ Apart from its
il unexpected 1A
designation, it
looks a typical

o,

The set shown here was offered on the German
Ebay recently. A PR bottom left on the lid reads
(Dr.?) 2443 1047 10000 MDV Haldensleben ??/
2456. 1047 seems a likely date and Haldensleben |
is a town 30km NW of Magdeburg. All that can

AUTO-CONSTRUCTOR:

6. Snippet: Another |5
FALCO Set. Like the
outfit in 39/1165 it has
2 layers of parts, but
is larger and some |
parts, mostly those |
with piercing, were | =
not in the OSN 39
set. But not all the
earlier parts can be
seen, only a single
Wheel size for
instance. The lid
is as before ex-
cept that the
white Set No. |*
circle is missing.

FALCO [2]: S2

[51/1549]

small set, and fairly complete, but it does have at least 12 of
the DAS in it. However they probably belonged to a Nr.2 set
which was included in the Ebay lot, and which, though looking
largely complete, had no DAS in it. No reasonable explanation
of the 1A designation comes to mind. It's of dubious relevance
but the box had a trade label from a shop in Prague on it.

Set Nr.2 2 sets have been seen, both similar to the one in
Fig.5 of OSN 42 but more complete, and the better one is
shown below. Its dimensions were given as 25.5*15.5*%3cm.

Its DAS are missing, but as explained above they may well be
the ones in the Set 1A. The disc top right could be one of the
Hose Reel Ends. It was suggested in OSN 42 that the latter
were in the Fig.5 set but on a second look it is clear they are
Headlamps with a deeper reflector than those in Figs.2 & 11 of
OSN 40. No doubt a later, more realistic design. The Head-
lamps in the other 'new' Nr.2 are also this 'later' type.

S6

usefully be said of the parts in the box is that they are cIearIy from more than one system.

OSN 51/1549

MECHANIKUS: S1
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