

















each of the 19 models, all copied directly from MECCANO
manuals, with just the building instructions reference numbers
removed, but in some cases not all the lines that linked them
to the parts in the model. The models (with the MECCANO
name in brackets) run from COCHECITO (Kiddie Kar) to
FUNICULAR (Telpher Span), and were probably taken from the
1954-61 manuals. No set is specified for any of them but in the
MECCANO manuals 5 were No.1 models, 5 No.2, and 3 were
from each of Sets 3-5. They are not in that Set order but the
smaller models are generally shown first. C3 & C4 are blank.

REMARKS The parts, though not wonderfully finished, and
with a few of their holes a little out of line, nevertheless look
perfectly usable. But they are a strange selection for a small
set — why for example 2 Flanged Plates, and why include 13h
Strips if the models are to be MECCANO copies. And why 3h
long DAS when the 5h long type is much more common in
MECCANO.

The lack of a centre hole in the Plates, presumably to save

MECA:

Snippets. Two Early Swedish TEKNIK Sets

The First Set. The Lid The Tradera (Swedish Ebay)
photo right shows it to be different to the type most commonly
found, see 20/572. The maker, CEGS LEKSAKSTEKNIK (= toy
manufacturer), HUDDINGE, along the bottom is no doubt an
allied company to the one given in OSN 20.

The Parts The colour scheme is much simpler than the
multicolours used later. The parts are all of the early type
with the small Triangular Plate, 4 & 6h Strips, and Plates in
lengths with an even number of holes. Also most of the Plates
are not fully perforated and this is a clear pointer to the Set
being earlier than any of those in OSN 20. The Road Wheel
cum Pulley Disk is the type seen in the early-1940s manual
described in 20/574, but not in later editions.

The Manual It has a similar cover to the one in 20/574
one except that Handbok replaces Modellbok at the top. The
models on the Set's lid are among those in the early-1940s
manual except that the Plates in the latter are fully perforated,
and the Plane has a tail skid instead of a Wheel.

The Second Set. The Lid is of the same basic design
but it is printed on pale yellow board and the models, though
similar, are not the same. It also has a 'l' in a circle in the
triangular space over the bottom right model.

The Parts Of the few remaining, the Strips & Plates are all
of the later type, an odd number of holes long, and the Plates
are fully perforated. These, plus some Brackets, are all painted
the silver used in the later colour scheme. Also in the Set, a
few parts that look like KONSTRUKTOREN (see 38/1146)
including two grey painted wooden Wheels.

There was no manual with the Set but the models on the
lid, a Plane (slightly different to the one on the first lid) and a
Lorry with Trailer, are both in the early-1940s manual but not
in the later ones.

Dates The First Set. From OSN 20, the Huddinge factory
was set up in 1939-40. The parts in the Set are not fully
perforated and therefore predate the early-1940s manual.
Thus the set would be from the few years between 1939 and
the early 1940s.

The Second Set. From the parts it was later than the first
but most likely came soon afterwards, and it may well
correspond to the 'early-1940s' manual. The models on the lid
are in said manual but are not in the mid- and late-1940s
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on tooling, would be one difficulty in trying to build the
models, but what rules out most of them, even the small ones,
is the lack of a Bush Wheel — I suppose the Wheel Disc with an
Axle Stop on either side might be adequate in some cases but
it's doubtful. In the absence of 5h long DAS, and without
several more A/Bs, the Double Brackets would have to be used
instead, or with the 3h DAS perhaps. Many of the models
would also require Plates to be curved which, given their
thickness, would be quite impracticable.

Even accepting the above, most of the small manual models
look more or less unsuitable for the parts in the Set — one still
has a Magic Motor driving it - but I haven't checked to see if a
better selection could have been made. The No.1 models are:
Kiddie Kar, Letter Balance, Stamping Mill, Railway Breakdown
Crane, & Tricycle Van; the No.2's: Milk Delivery Wagon,
Mechanical Hacksaw, Chariot and Driver, Autogiro, & Drilling
Machine.

S3 OSN 39/1178

editions described in OSN 20, nor in the 20/576 1950s No.1
model leaflet. Also other Tradera lots show sets with the new
1950s lid, multicoloured parts, and either the mid-1940s or the
late-1940s manuals.

Range of Sets. If the models on the lids were from the
largest outfit of the time, the first set was probably the only
one then produced, and hence perhaps the absence of a set
number on the lid. As already mentioned the models on the
second lid are in the early-1940s manual and as this was
labelled 'III' perhaps 3 sets were made at that stage. Then
perhaps 4 were available by the mid-1940s, witness the OSN
20 mid-1940s 2-4 manual, and 5 by the late-1940s, given the
late-1940s 2-5 edition.

In all the above it should be remembered that the dates of
the manuals are largely unconfirmed.
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